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1866 - BURGH CENTENARY SOUVENIR - 1966

ONEHUNDREDYEARSAGOWRRGW,MHRIM day of December, 1866, the first mecting of the

 newly elected Commissioners of the Police Burgh of Cumnock was held in the Parish School. There was not a
fall attendance and the meeting was adjourned for three days to ensure that everyone would be present. Accord-
ingly, we decided to incorporate our own Centenary Review in this issue of 8th Deczmber, the nearest possible

date to the original meeting.

Collecting all the information for these twelve pages
of a local newspaper like ours for specific items of news, ¢
oneself engrossed in some article or report quite irrelevant to .the. search in progress

Hunting for old photographs has been a particularly intriguing
completely unexpected quarters. From time to time we have appealed

for the innumerable offers of direct help, or direction to a possible source.
of individuals who, in one way or another, have been associated with our

through old age, or fading detail, are not to our normal standard of reprcduction,

accepted as unavoidable.

The list is in no way as complete as we had hoped, but all things considereq it is_still, we be}ieve,
about it is the occasional notable omission — the absence of the Rev. John Warrick’s likeness for instance,
others. Then again, some folks shun publicity of any kind, and we, of course, have respected that opinion,

» it might prove a useful addendum to that excellent volume,
of Dr. Strawhorn’s book. We faney many

necessity to do so.

Since this issue coincides with the publication of the “ New History of Cumnock,
particularly in respect of our photographic coverage which, quite _naturaﬂy',
copies will be folded away to take their place beside the New History, and

Cumnock 160 years ago, looking
: the Dumfries Arms (Heid
- _FORMING THE PQLICE -

BURGH.

This week, 100 years ago,

k was accorded Police

Burgh status, with competence

to elect its own Commissioners

and look after its own affairs
in very large measure.

But that assumption of
democratic order was not
entirely the beginning, but

rather the continuity of a
saga set in motion away back
in 1502, when Cumnock was
granted a Royal Charter
establishing a Burgh in Bar-
ony, at the hands of King
James dth.

Cherter Granted 1509

In the presence of Alex-
ander, Archbishop of St
Andrew's, Chancellor; William,
Bishop of Aberdeen, Keeper
of the Privy Seal; Andrew,
Bishop of Caithness, Treas-
urer;  Archibald. Earl of
Argyvil; Matthew, Earl of Len-
nox; Andrew. Lord Gray;
Master Gavin Dunbar, Arch-
deacon of St. Andrews; Master
Patrick Pauntere, Secretary;
and Richard Colville of Qchil-
tree—at Edinburgh, on 27th
September, 1508, and the
twenty-second of the King's
reign—the Great Seal was
affixed.

The Cherter granted Cum-
nock a Market Cross and the
right to establish weekly mar-
kets and Fair Days, to which
merchants could come from
any distance in pursuwit of!
trade.

As the centuries rolled on,
Cumnock grew and  experi-
enced all that was common to
other smali eommunities hop-
mg to benefit from their
newly acquired nobility.

story is unfolded in
most readable style and with
2 wealth of detail in Dr.
Strawhorn’s mew “ History of
Cumnock.” due to be published
this week, so we will leave the

telling to him.

occvpation, and

has been a Iabour of love — and a task of extraordinary interest. Looking over old issues
statistical or otherwise, calls for considerable seli-discipline.
— and time does fly “-wi’ tentless heed.” \ .
not infrequently the ultimate quarry has been tracked down ia
for our readers’ help in some specific line, and we have been most -grateful
In consequence, our souvenir issue embraces no fewer than 120 photographs

Time and again oze finds

town over the past 100 years. Inevitably, some of the photographs, either

is far outwith the scope
if that be so we will rest content with our labours.

but we feel that any shortcomings in that direction will be

a commendable result. The strangest thing
despite diligent enguiry — and there are
though we may have regretted the

E:st Shankston Cottages, and over the grass parks of .
n’s) Hotel to the Pottery Row and the town. .

In course of time, there
were those in the town who
thought they should avail
themselves of the provisions
of the Act of 1862, which per-
mitted “ populous places” to
adopt the “police system”
and become new Burghs. This
would enable them, among
other things, to bring into the
town a gravitational supply
of water, create a systematic
method of disposal of refuse
and sewage, look after pave-
ments, and the safety of the
populace in general.

Rates would be chargeable

i householders, and those
who paid £10 or more in rent
would be able to elect a town
council to carry the necessary
business through.

The Worthy Nine

A petition signed by nine
local men was presented to the
Sheriff of Ayr and he, after
due consideration, declared
Cumnock to be a populous
place within the meaning of
the Act—and called a meeting
of £10 househclders in the
vard of the Dumiries Arms
Inn on 2nd November, 1566.

Opposition was streng and
organised, and on 2 vote an
Amendment that the Act be
not adopted was approved.
The petitioners were prepared
for this, and demanded a poll
and this was scheduled for the
5th of November.

Fearing heavy assessment,

i despite the careful prognosti-

cations of the petitioners,
meetings were called to de-
nounce the whole idea of town-
shin as nonsensical.

The result of the poll was
victory for the petitioners by
35 to 32—a small majority,
but =211 that was needed.

The Decisive Poll

_ For adoption of the Act—
John Templeton, shoemaker;
Daniel King, dyer;

!Ette‘rshamk, banker; John Al-

lan, grain dealer; James. Pat-
erson, draper; David Earle;
William M'Latchie, wright}
Alex. Muir, grocer; Thomas
Barrowman, miner; John Ran-
kin, painter; George Samson,
grocer; Duncan Ballantine,
printer; Dr. Lawrence; - Rev.
William Hutton; John Ballan-
tine, photographer; James
Murray, innkeeper; Anthony
M‘Clymont, writer; Hamilton
Rose, writer; James Dalgliesh,
millwright; David L. Scott,
teacher; Andrew Murdoch,
mason; Andrew White, bank-
er; David Crichton, baker;

Hew Crichton, W.S.; William |

Dalgliesh, draper; John Drizin-
mond, millwright; William
White, farmer; George Alex-
ander, carrier; Robert Dal-
gliesh, dealer; John M‘Cowan,

innkeeper; David M‘Leod,
wright, and William M‘Gavin,
miller. 35 Votes.

Against the Adoption—Wil-
liam Johnstone, grocer; James
Hutcheson, wright; William
Crawford, flesher; Alexander
N. Moore, watchmaker; Rob-
ert Bain, innkeeper; James
Ramage, grocer; William Hys-
lop. saddler; Andrew Jardine,
dealer; John Moodie, agent;
Henry Merry, smith; John
Baird, draper; William Lam-
mont, farmer; William Lam-
mont, jnr., farmer:; Samuel
Galbraith, grocer; Jarmes
Howat, grocer; William Wil-
son. innkeeper; James M‘Clan-
nachan, innkeeper; - William
MacKinnell, draper; Jaomes

Weir, innkeeper; John Xay.
grocer; John M‘Gavin, baker; |
James Boswell, farmer:|
George Findlay, innkeeper;|
George M‘Kervail, shoemaker; |
Hugh Climie. flesher; Thomas
Crawford. draper; William
Blyth, flesher; Hurh M'Ker-
row, dealer; David Shaw.
draper; Robert Walker, gxoc-
er; James Livingstone, g¥ocer;
n:nd William EKay, grocer. 32
S,

William | Vote:

The following were thel

Micol, James, Glafanock Stresi.
M'Kerrow, John, Barrhill Road.
Eadle, Willlam, Glalsnock Strect
M'Geachin, James.
© ‘Barrowman, Joorge.

Vallanee, David, Llttle Chungua.
Campbell, Robert, Lugar S°vaei
Crawford, Willlam, Ayr Roal.
Howat (Kelly) John.

Wallace, Willam, Ayr Road.
Ross, Danliel, Lugur Siree.
Howat, Margaret, Townhead St.
Millar, -Agnes, Baird's Place.

M Millan, Ellen, Townhead Street.
Gilchrist, Mary, Strand.

Millar, Mary, Townhead Sirect.
Armstrong, John.
Anderson, Fobert,
Muir, George M'Cartney,

AyT Road.
Bura-

gide Works.
Kcrr, Grace, Waterside Place.
Hodge, Jame, Tanyard Lane.
Martin, Grace, Lugar Bridge.
Templetan, Marlon, Logar Street.
Munn., Chariotts. Holmbead.
Baird, Margaret, Townhead Street.
Stewart, Catherine, 10 New Bridge
_ Street.
Vallance, Elizabeth.
Urguhart, Alexander, Ayr Road.
Steel, Matthew, Netherton.
Steel, Joha. Netherton.

Davidson, Jobhn, Foadside.
Lennox, Elfza, Townhead Sireet.
Mackay Isubelia, Giaicmock Btrest
Matheson, Agnes, Tower Street.
Mujr, Isabella, Burnside Works.
Hanter, Ellmbeth, Meadow Coti.
Murphy. Aza.

Davidson, Margare:. Elbow Lane.
Dunlop, Peter, Grimgrew Cottage.
Findisy. Geourge.

Huteheson, James.

Crawiord, Alexander.

Fergusson, Walter, Townhead St
Andersoz, Elizabeth

M'Intoak. Johro. White, David. AT Road

Wison, Hugh. Gialsndck Street. Lorimer, Joho.

Eutcheson, John. Hasmaryne, Cohmries, Tower Streef.
Fobb, Elizaboth Haichasoo. Alexander.

Wyrlle, Al der, Glal k SL 5 Grace, Waierside Place.

Ritchie. David, Elbow Labe. Murphy, James

Ress, Ellen, Glaisnock Sireet. Mary, SEE

Brown, Agnes, Ayr Rocd Milar, James, Glalsmock St-sef.

Halligay, James, Tanyard Lame. Smith, Heary, Tower Strear

Howat, Horis, Towzhead Street.
Inpes, Jame.

Leénnax, Agnes, Strand.

Hupler, Mary, Rosebura.

Malp, Sophiw, Ayr Bead.

Anderson, Alexander, Ayr Road.
Richmond. Willlam, Townbead St
Wyllie, . Robert.

Anderson, Juincs, Glngyron Row,
Crichitonr, Charles, Lugur Slrest. |
Weir, Roberf, Barrhill Foad.
Stevenson, Robert, Changue.
Stevenson, JAlexander, Changue.

Camoron, Charles, Leng-rigg Cott | 3

Howat, John, Townhead Stireet. t

Colquhoun, Andrew, Strond.

White, Thomas, Townhsad Straot.

David,

Davidson; John. Townh=ad Striet

Weir, Alezander, Tower Straw

Hodge, John, Holmhead.

Wightman, David.

Wilson, Robert, Glaisock St

Fergnsson; Robert.

Davidson, Andrew, Barralil Hoad.

Gilehrist, James, Strand.

Smith, Douglas, Tower Sireel

Crawford, Jobn.

Fogerson, James.

Millar, Jobn.

Vallance, Grace.

Hutcheson, Margaret, Ayt Road.

Samson, Margaret, Avr Road. 1

Lemmox, Margaret, Strand i
1
|

Brown, Margaret.

Steel, Agnes.

Hrelop, Jane, 1 New Bridge SL
Gillesple, Elizabeth. Towahead S: |
Tanyard Lame.

M'Gee, Agnes.

EHen.

Urguhart, Margarad, Ayr Read.
Rogerson. Janat.

Armstrong. Elsabeth.
Richardson, Jom
Richardson. Maggie.
M'Fzarians, Thomas
Davidscn, James, Roadslde.
Davideon. George, Roadside.
Mackie, John, 4

S HBanpat.
Gibb, Joho. Tamyar
Gihsoa, Jahn, Woodeod

CHmis, Bugh, Tower Jancel

Mr Jobn MCowan.
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On the Tth of December,
1866, at a meeting of the
householders, the Commis-
sioners were elected thus:—

Votes
William Dalgliesh,
David Lawson Scett,

teacher, ......covannens 20
William M*Letchie,

Wrght, ..oiioi 20
Daniel King. woel

manufacturer, ...... 20
Thomas Barrowman,

contractor, 20
William M‘Gavin,

miller, e 15
John Drummond,

ENgZineer, ...cc.oceeis 18
John M‘Cowan, inn

keeper, .....ccccooen.. 18
Duncan Ballastine,

printer, ........veeeee. 16

Senior Magistrates — Wm.
Dalgliesh and .John M‘Cowan.

Hatred and Ill-feeling

Describing the situation fol-
lowing the Poll — Provost
James Richmond recalled at
the December meeting of the
Council in 1916:—* Only those
who had come through it had
any idea of the hatred and ill-
feeling which had been raised
at that time. People Ileft
shops and churches use
the owner or the minister had
voted for the Burgh. The day
of the election was one of the
most turbulent.in the history
og ﬂ{f to:érn. hTho:se in farouili'
o e Burgh were groane
and hissed at as they passed
through the streets, 2° d if any
of their family ever went
near the window, they were
forced to go back by those in

Parish School—but, as there

from several commissioners—
it was considered expedient to
adjourn for three days.
meeting was Te-
convened on 13th December,
in the School. when Mr Duncan
Ballantine proposed that Mr
‘William Dalgleish be appointed
Senior Police Magistrate. Mr
T. Barrowman seconded—and
the motion was unanimously
approved. Messrs Daniel King
and William M‘Gavin were ap-
pointed Junior Magistrates.
At the next meeting, on 24th
December, Mr Ballantine pro-
posed, seconded by Mr M.
M‘Latchie, that Mr David
Smith, Inspector of Poor, be
appointed Inspector of Nuis-
ances at a salary of £4. It was
then proposed by Mr Barrow-
man, seconded by Mr M‘Lat-
chie, that Mr Andrew White,
Agent of the Royal Bank, be
appointed Clerk and Collector
at a salary of £15. Both
motions were agreed.
On August 19th, 1867, the
Sanitary Committee was in-
structed to make arrange-
ments to have the town lighted
with gas lamps. Lord Bute
was written to, offering £5 per
annum for the water proposed
to be taken from the Borland
Burn. Special conditions were
laid down for water supply to
the Dumfries Arms Hotel, The
Pottery and Ballantine’s
Studio. :
On 9th September, David
Richmond was appointed scav-
enger at 16/- per week.
On 14th October, erection of
gas lamps reported and Mr
Thomas Shields was appointed
as Treasurer at a salary of

the street making faces at
them, and annoying them in
every way possible.”

Water Introduced

“ Following the introduction
of water to the towm, the
Burgh had commenced to
grow. At that time, in Glais-
nock Street. there were no
houses above the Pottery Row;
in Barrhill Hoad thers were
none above the graveyard on
that side of the road, and none
past the block above Bailie
Miller’s studio on the other.
In Ayr Road there were no
houses further down than New
Bridge Street, and there were
no houses in The Holm.”

A Prophesy
- In the same address, the
Provest jocularly remarked

that he had haif expected 2
doputatiun of it tu oall
on him with a Provost’s Chain
—a -prophetic. allusion which
was to come true sooner than
he thought — the following
year, in faet, when Cum-
nockian Mr Alexander Gem-
mell, of Bradford, presented
the Provost  with the hand-
some chain which we illustrate
below.

THE FIRST COUNCIL
MEETS

The first meeting was held
on 10th December, 1866, in the

o

Dalgliesh;

£3 10/-.

May 14th, 1877 — Senior
magistrate expresses sSoTTow
on. the death of

Ballantine, a Commissioner
_sinces the Burgh’s foundation

in 1866.

May 1st, 1879 — 30 local
gentlemen agree to become
members of the fire brigade.

December 8th, 187% — Mr
Arch. Brakenridge appointed
Clerk and Collector on death
of Mr Andrew White. Mr
Brakenridge also appointed
Clerk to the Court.

January 12th, 1880 — Mr D.
Smith, Inspector of Poor, ap-
pointed Treasurer.

February 13th, 1882 — The
Clydesdale Bank presents
plans for new Bank in Lugar
Street.

January 8th, 1883 — Lord
Bute approached on the sub-
ject of a new Hall for the
town. He replied, offering a
free site and £500 towards its
i His Lordship’s gift
accepted with thanks.
December 9th, 1884 — John
M‘Callum  appointed  Hall-
keeper and Sanitary Inspector
for £30 per annum.

January 12th, 1885 — Ar-
rangements made for opening
concert in new Town Hall
Lord and Lady Bute officially
received.

September 15th, 1887 —
Flushing Pond made at Town-
head to keep the Glaisnock
Water clean in dry weather.
February 10th, 1890 — Dr.
Lawrence appointed medieal}
officer of the Burgh. Salary
£5 bs 0d.
December 14th, 1891
Roads and highways within
the Burgh to be taken over.
July 18th, 1894 — Hugh
Morrison’s offer of £109 to

On 9th December, 1867,
Conveners were appointed —
Water and Bye Laws—Thos.
Barrowman; Sanitary—Wm.
Finance—Duncan
Ballantine.

November 14, 1870 — Wm.
M‘Latchie plans for building
Waterside Place approved.

May 10th, 1871 — population
of the Burgh sannounced

take water pipes up Barrhill
Road accepted.

December 10th, 1894 — The
Secretary of State for Scot-

land \fvritteln I;‘:cnn:i:ernjng “un-
ion of Holmhead with the|g had el

= ; vears had elapsed and the
Parish of Cumnock. Ratified 2 :
12th August, 1895. lantern was taken down in
Cross accepted as insignia of
Common Seal for the Burgh.

Mereat

February 11th, 1896 — Dr.

1472 males, 1431 females;|Kerr appointed Burgh Medical
total, 2903. Officer in succession to Dr.
April 14th, 1873 — Mr Arch. | Lawrence.

Brakenridge apnointed Burgh
Treasurar.

Mr Alex. Gemmell, donor of
the Chain.

medallion {with the Town Hall and date of

T il T laal esreronded Frams o WREasaat | Traléarse

March 10th, 1896 — Fire
brigade reorganised. Captain,
Andrew Harvey.

May 11th, 1896 — Plans for
new Free Church considered.

February 8th, 1897—Agreed
to appoint Burgh Surveyor and
Hallkeeper at £65 per annum.
September 13th, 1897 — The
Queen’s Jubilee Fountain irl

January 10th, 1898.

February 14th, 1898 — Cele-
brated “ Picture ” row between
Parish and Town Counciis gets
going. Parish Council ulti-
mately removes from Town
Hall to Ayr Road.

September 12th, 1898—Site
for Fever Hospital at the
“ Clay Slaps” finally settled.

March 13th, 1899 — Motion
by Thomas M‘Gauchie to light
sireets and other establish-
ments with electricity.

April 9th, 1899 — Plans for
0ld Church Hall in Barrhill
Road passed.

December 11th, 1899 — Dr.
C. R. MDonald of Ayr ap-
pointed Medical Officer of
Health on Dr. Kerr’s resign-
ation.

April 11th, 1900—Reported
that water rose above the
highest point at Barrhill—26
feet.

May 2d4th, 1900 — Provost
Andrew moved expression of
great satisfaction at the reiief
of Mafeking.

December 12th, 1900—Sher-
iff dismisses the great Barrhill
Pavement Rails ecase and
awards expenses against the
pursuers.

January 30th, 1901—Council
sends address of deep sorrow
to the Secretary for Seotland
on death of Queen Victoria.
All business ordered to cease
on Saturday, 2nd February,
for funeral serviece.

February 5th, 1901—Case of
smallpox notified and (_‘ourgcil
agrees to pay vaccination
charges.

Mr Duncan)

March 27th, 1301—Mr D. A.|.

later he founded “ The Cum-
nock Chronicle.”

Fifty Years — 1901-1551

On 9th elgovember. 51;2;
we published in our i
Jubilee Edition details of all
the important events in the
 Burgh and district from Nov-
ember, 1901 —thus bringing
the Burgh story up to date for
another fifty years.

First Officials

The first meeting of the
Council was held in the Par-
ish School on 10th December,
and William Dalgliesh was ap-
pointed Senior Police Magis-
trate.

Andrew White, Royal Bank
Agent, was appointed Clerk
and Collector; David. Smith, |
Inspector of Nuisances; Thom-
as Shields, Burgh Treasurer.
A year later the three retir-
ing Commissioners — Drum-
mond, M‘Cowan and Ballan-
tine — were re-elected. The
first year’s assessment at 8d
in the £ brought in £140 on a
burgh valuation of £4,280.
The new Police Burgh was
well on its way.

Sewage disposal was diffi-
cult and releasing the flood
water from the Flush went
some small way to keep the
Glaisnock Water reasonably,
if not wholly sweet, in the dry
summer Seasons. lose on
sixty years were to pass after
the seheme for burgh drain-
age was first suggested, before
it became an established fact.

Mercat Cross Lamp

‘When the streets were lit by
gas lamps the Couneil, little
concerned with ethieal con-
siderations, abused their an-
cient mercat cross by placing
a standard lantern fitting en
its crowning orb. The indig-
nity was unchallenged until

1911.
Electricity Arrives

Electricity was now avail-
able as a means of street
lighting- — 8t. John's R. C.
Church had already its own
private generator—and when
the Ayrshire Electricity Board
sought new customers, Cum-
nock agreed to contract for a
supply and by the early 30’s
the town streets and many
private houses and shops were
using the switch-on illumin-
ant. :

Water Supply Difficulties

The story of the search for
an adequate source of fresh
water over the years has been
well documented in our col-
umns from time to time, and
all the problems and solutions
attendant on the inability to
get the water up the Barrhill
in dependable quantity. It
was, in facet, an impossible
task with the head of water
available and a continuously
increasing demand.

Indeed, it was not until the
linkage by another route al-
together, with the county sup-
ply 2s boosting element, that
the trouble was removed, an
those endless letters from
irate householders ceased. The
impending further association
with the County Counecil and
the Loch Bradan scheme
should end =all problems of
adequate supply in the fore-

==

MERCAT CROSS.—With street lamp on the ball, and sids
view of the new church and The Sguare.

New Town Hall

umphs of the young
was the erection of the Town
Hall, which was opened early
inLJanuary, 1885.

ooking at the
the “ Grand Bmi:_z:gch hﬁ f‘g
years later, to clear the ou.
standing debt on the hall —
it is evident that every lady
in the town who could he!p
had been roped in to act in
one capacity or another. The
target was reached and there
were congratulations all reund

and subscribed £500.

The Hall and its lesser
rooms have been used for all
kinds of jobs and occasiens
Tt has housed schoolrooms,
biiieteddeww.. beent mmdemm
ent; , met unex
ﬁmm{;modaxinn demands in
two Worid Wars and,
course, has been the mecea
for every club, society, associ-
ation, and religious body, at
one time or amother, in its 80
vears of usefulness to date.
In a steadily growing com-
funity, it is nearing the end
of its usefulness for the really
great occasion. and plans are
in the air for more co
ous and more modern snites of
halls in the next decade of
town development, in the Tan-
yard area.

Streets and Pavemenls

The Council minutes to-
wards the end of the century
indicate their preoccupation
with the roads znd pavements

d | within the town, which became

their responsibility about 1880,
The road surfaces were made
of chipped whinstone, boun:
with earth washed in by the
water cart. The dusty con-

itions can be imagined in dry
summers. The “crown of the

seeable future.

.

Adamson  appointed Burgh
Prosecutor, replacing Mr Arch.
Brakenridge.

Begg appointed Treasurer.
June 10th,
Guild created.

records expression of regret
at the death of Frederick of

Councillor John
i ramrfarad

Germany.

May 18th, 1901.—Mr George!
1901—Dean of |

!
August 12th, 1501—Council

asmone |

causey ¥ slways seemed o

Another of the early tri-!
council

—not least for the Marquess
of Bute, who gifted the land;

|

ibe raised by constamt top
|dressings and we recall the
regular “clastings™ of “pure

3
f

DATTOW
were ill to thole.

The asphalting of the entir:
town road system by the Iél;!-—
house Quarry Company
ally removed the age-old prob-
lems—and then further &5~

of { actments returned the major

or classified roads to the car?
of the Conntw Canneil  Ratss
payers long maintained they
were robbed over that legal-
ised acquicitien of the best
roads the Burgh had ever
possessed.

Municipal and S.S.H.A.
Housing.

Since house building as a2
local authority undertaking
began, the figures for the
Burgh and Landward are as
follows:—

The Burgh and town

schemes .......

Scottish Special Hous-

ing Association—
The Burgh, ....cicorees
Landward—
Netherthird, <3
LOBRN snvvinessinnniinses
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Cumneck’s Provests of the
Past Century

Senior Magistrates
1866-78—William Dalgliesh.
1878-81—John M‘Cowan.
1881-87—George T. Samson.
1887-90—William M<Latchie.
1890-93—John Bannatyme.

Provests

1893-96—Thomas Hunter.
1896-99—James Richmond.
1899-02—John Andrew.
1992-05—Thomas M‘Cangh!e.
1505-08—James Richmond.
1908-11—Willium Hill.
1911-17—James Richmend.
1917-19—David Smith. ;
1919-22—Andrew Miller. ; 5

1922-25—Charles Taylor. David Smith. Emrys Hughes.
1925-28 _Allan M*Call. — i) ’
1928-31—James Neil.
1931-34—John Carruthers.
1934-35—Emrys Hughes.
1985-47—Nan Hardie Hughes.
1947-54—James Holland.
1954-57—John Edgar.
1957-60—John Weir.
1960-63—Harry Turner.
1963-66—Keir M‘Turk.
1966—Thomas Finn.

I‘NLII—Geﬁrge Begg.

1908—John Henderson.

IQ‘Z‘.’—-R.hDD. Hunter.

1923—J Allan.

iE-:S-)—Ro. B. Lorimer {first Robert Forbes.
full-time oificial).

i Ihon.ﬁ Fm
Andrew Miller
Town Clerks

1866—Andrew White,

. a 1879 —Arch, Brakenridge.
Nan Hardie Hughes. 1203 —John Hume.
1923—R. D. Hunter.
1941—R. D. Hunter, Jor.

Robert Forret.
Clerk of Works

'I‘hoﬁms Hunter. John Henderson.

Charles Taylor.

R. B. Lorimer.
Burzh I tor of Nui

1265

John Moehan
Burgh Feremen
with first scavenger, Peter Hugh MLelland.

1 i inat Andrew Harvey, 1389,
Healy. who bad a cleek instead Joe Handler— 1905-1942,

5—William Thom=on,

of a hand. He was supplied
with a brush, a shovel and a
barrow. This was the burgh
eguipment until 1903 when a
horse and cart were acquired.
In 1867, David Richmond
suceeeded as Eamn-!gh'er‘-
scavenger and continued in ; ‘
service ;or 32 years.

In 1399 he was succeeded by ' a
Andrew Harvey, who was m :
affectionately known as The W TR pese
{Bammy. Andrew also became 3 -
Cap;m of the Fire Brigade,
making do with the most rudi-
mentary of fire-fighting equip-
men:. with fire-hoses worked
by gravitational pressure.
|Andra was p"d'ned by leaky
water-hoses, and when one of
these Jeaks developed he
grabbed whatever was handiest
to tie round the fanity canvas.
On the occasion of the spec-
tacular blaze at Parkers Jokn Eiack.
Garage in Asr Road thke
writer lost his school cap which | Senitary Inspector and Town
Andra whipped off umeere- Hall Keeper
moniously as the handiext 1854 John M‘Cailue.
stopper for yet apother hole 15971907 —Tom Goldie.
in his rotted hese. i

&Ver Tewn Hall Reeper

(Fall Tiee: Appoimsmnent).

W. M'Milian.
Charles Laidlaw.
John M‘Ginnelly.

=Tu Ty

John Edgar.

James Neil—the first to wear
the new Provost’s hat
and robes

S A SO O R VS S G ot o L sy b e

homas M'Caughie.

-

=T

)

—Thomas Small

¢ in his period of ser-
Mr Smali was relieved of
his e.-.mu.kemr responsthéiity
and Col. Sgi. Imstructer !l“L—
lister was appeointed When
3 .L or em‘:r:,\.ted

Robert Hood.

o u‘.,-:: L John Carruthers. Harry Turner.
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Burgh Prosecutors
Arch. Brakenridge.

1901 —David A. Adamson.
1203—Hugh Black.
1917—James Wilson.
1939—R. B. Lorimer.

Hugh Black.
o

Clerks 1o Borgh Coart

1—Thomas Andrew.
—R. D. Hunter.
41—1.D . Hunter, Jnr.

1.P. Procuraters Fiscal

Inspector Jo‘m M'intosh.

1901—Arch. Brakenridge.

1v41—K. V. Hunter, Jnr.
Clerks to J.P. Court

1801—Thomas Andrew.
1916—R. D. Hunter.
1953—John Graham.
1840—J. D. 8. Maemillan.

J. D. 8. Macmillan.

Municipal Bank Treasurers

Jas. Gibb.
1947—R. B. Lorimer.

Cumnock Sub-Division — Ayr-
shire Constabulary

1293—Supt. Robt. Cunningham

1919—Inspector John M‘Intosh | :

1925—Inspector Wm, Meikle-

john.

1933—Irispector Chas. Lobban.
1937—Inspector John Douglas.
1947—Inspector John Paterson
1952—Inspector J. C. Jolliffe.
1954—Inspector R. Borthwiek.
1961—Inspector Wm. Cook

(Promoted Chief In-

spector 1963).
Inspecior Hugh White.

1963

iohert Cunningham.

Supt. I

The Local Government Act
of 1929 had given the Parish |
Councils the coup-de-grace and |
so Mr Allan’s services asi
Inspector of Poor, Clerk to the |
Council, Collector of Rates,
Clerk to the Cemetery Com-
mittee and Registrar were!
transferred to the County
Couneil, with new _District
Council quarters at Millbank,
Cumnock, where, in addition to
his duties in the adminis-
tration of Cumnock Parish, he
became the first District Clerk
and Clerk to the newly-
created School Management
Committee for No. 5 Area of
the County, Mr Allan, on
retiral, was succeeded by Mr
Wm. Watson, joint Inspector
of Auchinleck and Ochiltree.
Following on Mr Watsen's
death the present District
Council Clerk, Mr E. F.
MDermid (Dalmellington),
was appointed in 1956.

Parish Council Chairmen
James Gray (Riverside), 1895-
1904,

David Reid (Milzeoch), 1904-
1910.

Robert Livingstone, 1910-1919.
George M‘Turk, 1912-1920.
George Bridges, 1920-1925.
John Craig (Guelt), 1925-1928.
George M‘Turk, 1929,

* In 1916 the Parish Council
office removed from the Town
Hall to their own premises i
Ayr Road.

Inspector Hugh White.

Registrars

1854-18837—D. L. Seott.
1887-1907—Adam Urquhart.
1907-1943—John Allan.
1943-1956—Wm. Watson.
1956 —Ed. M‘Dermid.

Inspectors of Poor

David Smith was appointed
in 1866 (in succession to
Archibald M‘Cowan). In 1906
Mr John Allan followed and
continued in office until 15th
May, 1930, when the last meet-
ing of the Parish Council was
held in the office in Ayr Road.
{The writer recalls vividly the
last meetings of the Councils

.|here and in Awuchinleck and| @

New Cumnock, which he had
reported over the years).

Archibald M‘Cowan.

David Smith.

James Gray.

David Reid.

Robert Livingstone.

George M‘Turk.

}

George Bridges.

John Craig.

PARISH COUNCILS GO.

The final meeting of Cum-
nock Parish Council was held
in the Council Room at Ayr
Road, on 15th May, 1930. Mr
George MTurk presided, and
there were also present—D.
Smith, G. Milne, J. C...rruthelv_
T, M'Millan, J. Hughes, E.
Hughes, A. Douglas, G
Bridges, A. Arthur and Mrs
Nan Hardie Hughes. So
ended ithe work which the
Parish Couneils, in 1895, had
taken over from the Paroch-
jal Boards — these latter

having been ezt:lbh.:hed under
+La Poanr Law Act of 1845,

THE DISTRICT COUNCIL
: EMERGES.

With the passing of the old
Parish Councils, their work
was taken over by the newly
created District Councils, and
at Cumnock the first meeting
of the new body was held on
23rd May, 1930, under the
chairmanship of Mr John
Nicol of Bank School.

Similarly the School Man-
agement Committee was Te-
constituted. The old Schooi
Board had disappeared in
1919 under the new Act. The
School Management Commit-
tee now took over and the
first meeting was held on ithe
27th June, 1930, under ihe
chairmanship of the Rev. Jas.
Hill, B.D., Auchinleck.
following year — 1931 — Mill-
bank House was purchased
from the Livingstone family
and became the District Coun-
c¢il and School Management
Committee offices.

Clerks to District Council and
Education Sub-Committee, No.
5 a

1929—John Allan.
1943—Wm, Watson.
1956—Edward M‘Dermid.

John Allan,

Edward M‘Dermid.

1920—John \!I;COI New Cum-
1932—George M‘Turk,
Cummnaock.
1935—Archibald D. M. Cook,
Catrine.
1938—Wiiliam V. Stoner,
Auchinleck.
1940—James Harper,
Mauchline.
1945—Alex. S:ev:z_ t,

1957—W: al‘er HJ.. Logan.

School Manzgement (and
Education Sub-Committee)
Chairmen.

1930—Rev. James Hili, BD.,
Auchinleck.

1939—George M Turk,
Cumnock.

1946—William Bushell,

'_‘-'Ia.‘:-!ﬂ ina.

Torost James
Holl

, Cumnock.
1962—John M'Iz nes, Cumnock.

1955—Ex-Pr

Parish Medical Officers

Drs. M‘Kinnon and M°Glashan,
1851-1877.

Dr. KEerr, 1395-1907.

D. J. G. Kerr.

| 1%01—Dr.

Doctors in General Practice

J. G. Kerr, Dr. Jas.
M‘Quesn,

. W Armitage.
x .4. \{ Campbell.
“Clare.
Alex. Mack.

Chairmen of District Council.|

Dr. Lawrence, 1877-18935. -

phone and other

Dr. William Armitage.

Cumaeck Pestmasters
Arch., Slimman is the firs:
to be mentioned as conducting
post office business in Lugar
Stre-et. A Nr Sh..}as is ates

\armus sh were used
throughout town until
the office settled in Ayr Road.
During Mr t's reign

the premises were erscted
lghi"l" Streat and oceupisd

lsw—i?la—ceorge Sives Ty
1917-1919—Walter Dickson.
1019-1926—William D. Geddes
1926-1929—Frederick Lang.
1029-1933—John Samson.
1833-1945—D. Clark.
1945-1848—E. g '\\'axhnson.de'
1948-1240—H. Burnside.
1949-1961—Chas. Marshall.
1961-1962—Fred Lewize -
1962 —Isn Gray.

George Stoddart.

At his retiral presemtation
on 5th January, 1917, after 36
ears’ service, Mr Georze
_tgldftsart, Poatmastar;hesmg =
¥ years ago ost
Office in Cumnock was simply
2 side-line in an irommongzery
shop, and the post runners had
to sort their letters on a corner
of the shop counter. This shop
was corner ome in The
now occupied by Mr

Wm. Hunter. A little later a
di these
premizes in order to give o
separate office for postal work.
and it was there that he was

first apt;oml.e& as 'pﬁsm“-h-

by Mr William Wlhon in
Eoad. .. Taking over the :
wrk

siill
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David Clark.

Charles Marshall,

Ian Gray.

Cumnock Btationmasters.

0Old Cumnock — Mr Dinning,
Mr R. Dickson, Mr» W. Kerr,
Mr J. M. Reid, Mr Jui“': Inglis
(also in ci"l';u, of Cumnock

A. & C.); Mr Thomas Sinc!air,
Mr John Rogerson, Mr John
Goodwin, Mr Douglas Gibson,
Mr Robert Ross. Passenger
train service suspended, 4th
December, 1965 Station
closed.

Cumnock A. & C. — Mr J.
M. Reid, Mr George Downie,
Mr James M. Barr, Mr James

. Noung. . Then linked, with Old

Cumnock Station under Mr
John Inglis and successors.

' Representatives on County
Council

Follomng the 1829 Aet,
when Cumnock became a Small
Burgh, the Couneil was entitled
to send a Burgh Represent-
ative to the County Council
meetings, and the Council
members have been:—

James Neil (1929-1952).
Emrys Hughes (1932-1946).

- James Holland (1946-1952).
John Weir (1952).

Insignia of Office

On 12th August, 1929, Pro-
vost Jas. Neil was the first to
=it in the new Provost’s chair| B
and wear the hat and gown
presented to the town by his
old friend, James Richmond,
son of the former lamplighter.
James had emigrated to Aus-
tralia where he had prospered.

The old Burgh Seal.

in the reign of David II. The
motto registered with the arms
is “Prompt in Progress,” which
adequat.ely deseribes the
Burgh's activities, particularly
in the past fifty years.

A year Jater, 1960, the
Burghs original nomenclature

“Burgh of Cumnock and
Ho]mhead" was shortened, and
the official term is now the
simpler one of “Burgh of
Cumnock,”

Burgh Staff

In 1866, the Burgh staff con-
sisted of one oﬂ?aal David
Richmond. The 8d in the £1
assessment yielded £140.

In 1865/66, with a rate of
20/10, it 'was reckoned that the
Burg": had a staff of 64 and it
cost £6340 a week to run the
town, or £329,680 annually,

Voters' Roll
In 1866 there were 67 on the
vaters’ roll under the £10 valu-
ation reguirement: to-day the
Voters’ Roll st"mis at 3619
Burgh Extension

The Burah originally con-

tnined 268 acres, In 1937 the
frst addition was 73 acres.
Again in 1955 there was

another increase of 157 acres
and the last one to date of 83
acres in 1963 brought the total
l0 383 acres.

Burgh Cleansing

xr.e dispozal of burgh refuse
has been a eonstant problem,
For vears, the Bank quarries
were dispoiled in this fashion,

Then a new place was found
and filled at E Next
came Giimilnscroft and again
a second return to the quarries
at Mauchline.

The Burgh had its own
sewage disposal system latterly
at Bankend, but now there is
a joint arrangement with the
County Council in their mod-
ern disposal plant at Under-
wood.

EVENTS AND PERSON-
ALITIES FROM TOWN
COUNCIL RECORDS
FROM 1866.

1866

Cumnock formed
Burgh.

W:lham Dalgleish appointed
Senior Magistrate (1866-78).
David Smith appointed In-
spector of MNuisances; salary,

£4.
Andrew White appointed
Clerk and Collector; salary £15.

1867

Water Supply considered;
Black Loch water analysed.
Town lighted with gas.
Thomas Shields appointed
Burgh Treasurer.

1868
Complete valuation of land

and premises within the Burgh
undertaken.

into a

The Mercat Cross.

Burgh Ceat of Arms

Over a period of yvears a
replica of the “0ld Mercat
Cross” had been used as the
Burgh's insignia and seal, but
in 1939, to celebrate the 450th
anniversary of Cumnock’s ele-
vation as a Burgh of Barony,
the Lord Lyon granted a
coat-of-arms, heraldicallv based
on the arms of the Dunbar
family, whoze association with
the living dates back to 1368

Marquis of Bute presented
with Address on Coming of

Age.
1869

Court for criminal offences
instituted.

Andrew  White
Clerk of Court.

Archibald Brakenridge ap-
pointed Prosecutor Fiseal.

1850

Fire Plugs arranged
throughout the Burgh.

Water introduced by iron
pipes.

Decided to drain the town.
Job finished 1871.

1871
Rateable value of Burgh

assessed at £5,040. .
Population of Burgh—males

appointed

=

1878
Archibald Brakenridgé. ap-
pointed Burgh Treasurer
1877 _'

Death of Duncan Ballantine:
First break in the original
Body of Commlss:oners i

1879

John M‘Cowan appa‘is_._beﬁ
Senior Magistrate (1879/81).

1880 *

Death of Andrew White,
Clerk and Collector. = Areh.
Brakenridge appomted m ‘his

place.
1881

Death of Thos. Barrowman,
an original member of Council.
George T. Samson appointed
Senior Magistrate (188r 87).

1883

Lord Bute gives. £500 and ‘a
free site for the erection of a

new Town Hall. Estimated
cost, £2000.
1884
Lord Bute opens new Town
Hall.
1886

Death of James M. Nicol,
former member of Council.

1887

Captain Campbell presents

a Union Jack for flag staff.
William M‘Latehie, Chief

Magistrate 1887-90.

1890

John Bannatyne, Chief 3 -
istrate 1890-93. e

1893
Thomas Hunter appointed
Provest (first to hold this
title).
1895
Death of Dr. Lawrence,

Medical Officer of Health 1,

th?t Bl(ljl""h I s
oads and Streets of the

Burgh taken over, -

.. Cumnock and Holmhead

joined.

1596

James Richmond appeinted
Provost 1896-99.

1898

Queen Victoria Fountain
erected in The Square.
Site chosen for Fever Hos-
pital.

1899

John Andrew appointed
Provost, 1899-1902.

1900
Death of Lord Bute.
1901

Death of Queen Victoria.
Service in churches.

Death of William Kay, long
a member of the Council

1902

Council presents address to
Marquess of Bute on his com-
ing of age.

Thomas M‘Caughie appoint-
ed Provost 1902-05.

‘Whole Council formed as a
Dean of Guild.

John Hume appointed De-
pute Tuvm Clerk.

1904

Hea.lth of the Burgh “Ex-
v:ellen ”—M.0.H.

- 1905 -

James Richmond appomted
Provost, 1905-08.

1906

Death of Hew H. Crichton,
Hillside.

Death of John M¢Callum,
late hallkeeper.

- 1907
Death of George Begg, late
Treasurer and Auditor of the

Burgh.
Death of Ex-Provost Thos.

M‘Caunghie.
1908

hew water main from Res-
ervoir

William Hill appointed Pro-
vost, 1908-11.

Appeal of Murdoch v. Coun-
¢il ease dismissed (no expenses
to either side).

1910

Death of Thomas Goldie.

1472, females 1451; total 2903.

late Burgh Surveyor.

Andrew Carnegie, the Dnnfermlme-born multi-millionaire American i

of his two Scottish tours, visited Cumnock. Holding the reins, he stands

Carnegie at the junction of Car Road and Ayr Road. Mrs Hill and her sister

through the railings of Hartfield house. In the foreground, Headmaster Scott
Murray, mine host of the Dumfries Arms.

ist, on one
beside Mrs
look on
and Mr

1911
James Richmond appointed
Provost, 1911-14.

1912
James Neil proposed Cum-
nock’s first housing scheme.
1814

West TU.F. Church v. Coun-
cil case decided for Church.
James Richmond re-elected

Provost, 1914-17.
1915
Robert Forbes

Burgh Sm‘*:e\' o1

Crawford
Couneil a
Cumnock C
Dezth
Clerk to th k
" Jubilée of the Burgh held
over on account of the war.
1917
Death of Ex-Provest John
Andrew.
Alexander Gemmell, Brad-
ford (and of Cumnock), pres-
ents the Burgh with a
Provost’s chain of office.
Death of Provost Richmond
immediately after being nom-
inated for the fifth, time
(December 17th).
David Smith appointed Pro-
vost, 19017-19.

1918

Enlarged photograph of
Provost Richmond hung in
Council Chamber.

Death of John A. Bingham,
ex-member of Council.
1919

Andrew Miller appointed

1920

Housing Scheme at Glais-
nock Street approved.

1921

Couneil affiliates with Seot-
tish Home Rule Association.

master, Bank, also received
retiral gifts.

1928

Burnockhill Celliery closed;
300 workers displaced.

Electric current rurmed on
in Cumnock without formal
ceremony (29 vears after first

1922 s.?ggmnon) to light streets
R. D. Hunter =appointed|® eetzically
Treasurer of Jt'lhe Bn:'gg? Bonfires at Lugar and '\I;LLT-
| Charles appointed tkirk for wed

Final arrangements made
for installatien of electricity
in Burgh

Arrangements  concluded |
with Commercial Bank to

widen street at Square/Glais-
nock Street Corner.

1926 - 1966

Thizs more recent period is
adequately covered in our files
but we select some of the
more outstanding items.

1927

Rm'. Douglas M‘Clymont,
B.D., GIasgow elected minister 3,
of Cumnock Parish Church in

|succession to Rev. J. Spence ST

Robertson. retired after 32
¥ears' minisiry.

Mr James A. Wales, New|
Cumnock, honoured by Head-
masters’ Club on retiral afier
37 years' teaching. Mr John
er, headmaster, Glenbuek.'

Provost, 1919-22.

and Mr John Cowan, head-

Angus, I_'a_c} mk and _Il.s
Penelope Sheppard, Ber's_.
Mrs Agnes _fu-do..n‘ ana

1929
Presentation

R

O

-
5 b

=]
",

to Cumnock Pictore Ho:;se. :
Parish Councils say “ Fare-
well ” at valedictory meetings
area. First meet-
Cumneck Distriet
@m‘] (23nl May).

1931

First pithead baths opened
at Barony Colliery.

ges cpened at Mo
Ilir George Ian Burms, great-
greatgrandson of the poet. |

Mr 'James Brown, DL,
M.P., loses seat to Capt. J. O.
i MacAndrew in Genmeral Elec-
tion.

Mrs John Cullen, daughter
of Mr John M. Reid. station-
master, wins £30.000 in the
Irish Sweep.

Anse

|‘,e‘)n-.&‘-7'i‘\ g:n.&." n, eig‘_;_;:.—
and church. In the back

vears ago.  Hartfield on the

ground, the belfry and roof of

the Parish Church in The Square.

Five Burns Memorizl Cott-
uchline by
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1932 women parade at Netherthird 1947
Rev. Father Martin H.eacher Merorial bust to J. Keir| Mr Emanuvel Shinwell, Min-
of St. John's, Cumnock, ele-|¥grdie unveiled at Town Hall, [ister of Fuel and Power,
vated to ‘Canonhood of Diocese{Cumnock. laccepts the coal mines for the
of Galloway. War declared against Ger- |nation on vesting day—lst
Gmsah‘dl Pit, Glenbuck,|pany on Srd . Cam- |January. lic unfurling
closes; 200 men displaced. |nock Company of the R.S.F. of N.CB. ?;:5 at coal pits
s 1933 leave for headgquarters. N of M of Bute
2 L Bute
Cummnock Town Ceuncil let 1940 3;- ed“?‘m] it 3:'”*] hterd_y Earl
38 houses at Herdston Place| Bliszard of smow (20 Teet|,f Dumfries succeeds to the
and plan other 80 ai Barr's|grifts) blocks roads and rail-|iia;
Park, Barrhill Road. ways in Cumnock district. Death of Provest Nan H:ﬁ‘dle
a3 Hughes in Ballochmyle Hos-
#oae i et pital. James Hoiland appointed
After Public Enquiry by Mr 3 urling Club cele- | Provest.
Wrlie of the Scottish Depart- brféh‘i},g"‘ﬁ, c;“mi‘ﬁm_\” Six months old bull calf sold ;
ment, Cumnock Town Couneil's loqon in Bank No. 6|for 3,500 guineas at Bargower ]
'?“'“P“""“ purchase of 12 ‘\ime ree men died and|annual draft sale. i
acres for home building, from | ihaws 1mumd 1948
Lord Bute, affirmed. Four hundred and sixty-one
1935 evacuees from Cl}_ueba‘nl. and| Dorothy Stevenson, Cum-
i3 other g}lnsgow blitzed areas|neck, crowned Secottish Coal E
A vear of fiery Town Coun-jarrive in Cumnock. ¥ Queen at Miners’ Rally in
¢il meetings, with threats to| R. Hunter ‘:mpgnted Edinburgh. i
*¢ali the police. |Toun Clerk, Burgh olice| Cumnock Carnival breaks
Cumnock school's first trip|Clerk and Pmcumtor Fiscal in {a1] records.
1o Lopdon. 1] J.P. Court, in succession to his| Messrs John Foster & Son’s 1
o._‘ o _}O},?‘ Latta presents. £300 E\ather. fhe late R. D. Hunier, |new fur fabliis' f;c?nr OE)ened &
e “Dux Medal” for ' umnock at Bankend (25th August). % . .
(_(EII.YE! ‘;‘ciu Academy. 1941 1949 Her '\h}e»tv Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip knls;t gﬂnﬁlm in 1956, %.hae toax of 3
Mrzs Nan Hardie Hughes ot Nihinlesl BB dedi : Ayrshire.  Provost John Edgar and Town Clerk E. t;vemputlﬂ loock on as Queen :
clected Provost. with her hus- m-';l 4 t“‘B‘;:‘af“" Cl"u‘l\_hts:‘l' Recently ve-decorated Old signs her commemora :
band as ?enEar "Bailie. AL i lC"“'J ain H. H. Russell, |Parish C‘hurch.b %iuir}iirk, ’
General Election sees Mr x oy partly destroyed by fire. & 1 School| Cumnock Rotary Club re-|inleck Road, Cumnock. School, -
mdgl:‘%*'lff?; 25 -xDe tha%f Lﬂr Hobaat. & apgzz:;:ing;l:ie?esﬁggs;ﬁz tership | ceives its Charter (4:{1; Marg:) figﬂumm,m, opened on !
- = - ngus, e o - 19 |
MAndrew with a 4.804| Restored Barony Church re- Grion of Crichton Memovial[of Major John Weir, D.S.0.. S elngl%‘rl‘fgp;sa;:ri b u;;h | e Comnaek Chrasile™ el f
A 1 for public worship. and West Church congre- M.AL Rer. Hamish A, Mintosh,|brates Diamond qubﬁee (11t .-
s from wndred officers of 3a|gations, Cumnock, and Muir- 1632 M.A. inducted to charge of | November). |
s ch, New |z ment and members |kizk Old and Wellwood congre- S Rintans Church, Nether-| Rev. L M. Tweediie, BSc
. after 45 years’ min- ' mess temporadily [oations consummated. West| Death of Her Majesty Queen| 3 5 'u: March yi Lugar parich minister, takes
| bi Cumnock avea,|Chureh, Cumnock, officially|Mary (24th March). t—l-P" i eond of Eames Col-|over additional charge of St
1936 te Waterloo anniver- closed as a place of worship| Death of ex-Provest John l‘e"‘"-b;‘ﬂster on 19th Novem- | Ninian’s, Netherthird (20th
avy in Cummock Town Hall. |on 16th Oectober. Carruthers (15th August). bor” 105 oclsces at £39.000 | December).
.ing George V. o New world record of 9.000 i .ef.'l\il.:"é;mea t £33, =
1943 puineas for six months old bull 1954 (3659 Maret SER O . 1962 - :
€ALS. Al Sra | 2 ew colliery |calf, * Bargower Crown Dia- i - S _Cumnock &Die] o ;
locked with 8-10 feet! = E“e Hoh et mond,” ot Bargower annual Cummnock’s new -‘*‘ 0,000 Open new premizes In Lagar| cunenodk Burgh is rummer- |
r{!;“':e“cl’;;mi‘mcﬂ sale, which totalled over ]Sl,.\laT. garage opened at Ayr £ up in Saldre Society’s award |
- Alex. Sloan, M.P, £€82,000 in two hours. Bon: Trensurer John Edgar, for alive communities. R _
; r. Selby Wright — The 1950 M.A., appointed Provost. ong;:, Hon. Bi‘émord m: !
+ Radio Padre — conducts im- x Food rationing ends when 3 B 2 ne‘cost 5294000 (250
sl ) eyl T
| pressive Drumhead Service in| 34, Emrys Hughes, M.P.,|meat comes off the coupon s&wmzhime
|Holm Field. Cumnock, returned for South Ayrshire|(3th July). " T|” Four men die In attempt =
1604 with 7,567 majority over his Allan| of Cumnock %c«ae“n clear fallen material Vil
o Conservative opponent, Mr(M'Ca - 1ers and mem- |\, } Shaft falls in at Barony
3r James Finn, Emrys|John C. George, at the General Cumnock's  new primary public attend{r Jiliery, Auchinleck (Stk
Avenue Cam ek, receives |Election. school, Greenmill, opened by|pr soting in Auchinleek | Tocanbar).  Six days later.
from Lo aprain, certificate| Passenger train service be- |My Emrys Hughes, 3.P. t_closure decisions |3t pithead gear of Shaft No.
ithful service— 'tween Auchinleck and Muir-| Death of e.\;-Coun:' - 2 collapses into shaft. Omne
: at the coal-face. kirk withdrawn. Commondyke |cillor and forr : 1059 thousand miners and families
g r of intense aerivity ,and Lugar stations closed to]Council Chairman. \,eoh‘re 7 attend memorial serviee in
C“mm‘:"\ Juniors win three bz-' ev ery war charity, society, ‘passenger traffic. M'Turk, O.BE, J.P. dleei il "f“*“"'mmv L
cups in five days — Avrshire, [olub and association raises| Second World War Memorial s Former prallgent.s oifn Cum- | Community Centre. ]
Western League and Vernon thousands of pounds  for unveiled in Cumnock Cemetery a9 nock B""‘m" bjgﬁl.tthda‘ Ode-of 1963
Trophy. . soldiers’ comforts and postal by Col. A. D. M‘Innes Shaw,| Ex-Provost James Holland Robertmm Teres ¥ Sp - P L
Seventy-six applications foriorders — and for our ownD.S.0. receives portrait in oils in - Special ¢ Whitehill 3/4, “Gariaf ;
one Council house in Cumnock. | service hospitals. Thirteen men lose lives in|recognition of 25 years’ ser- i dnb: Mine ” closed, 63 me=
Mr Wm. Kirkpatrick, Coach- " Knockshinnoch Castle Colliery|vice to local government. the district " | redundant (2nd July).
works, Cumnock, has greeting 1845 disaster. 116 men saved in| In General Election -Mr|We i mgl"" Death of Mr Robert Forbes,
from Their Majesties, on cele-| oo g V.E.Day cele |SPic rescue operations throngh | Emrys Hughes, M.P,, re-elected local. ;mmmamm for 40 years Burgh Surveyor
brating 100th birthday. Uedtons throughout the entire gas-filled escape Mine. g‘;thhmAcrea;gd jority  for| e 4 “fl:l;n's (M‘J‘ﬂﬂ'
1938 district. Similar jubilation for 1951 St. Nivian's new hall-church| Death of Dr. William Armi-

Barony Church, Auchinleck
cog}ple‘rely destroyed by fire.
ive

No. 6 Mine.
My A,

bodies.
1939

27000 gas masks delivered

for the No. 5 Area.

Mr James Brown, M.P,, dies,
Mr
Alexander Sloan retains seat
for Labour against Dr. Cath-

aged 77 years. Later,

erine Gavin—majority 4,80.
Cumnock's U.F.

Street.

30.000 Orange

b i
men

New Cummock men
killed and 20 injured in runm-
away hutches accident in Bank

D. M. Cook, Chairman
Cumnock District Council, and
Rev. James Hill, B.D., Chair
man S.M.C., retire from these

Churen
opened and dedicated in Glais-|Bt,,

and

end of war later in year.
o] Mr Alex. Sloan, M.P., re-
tains his seat for South Ayr-

by 7,853 votes.

Record price of 2,700 guineas
paid for % earling bull at Less-
nessock, Ochiltree, .

1009 Labour Town Cmmcﬂ
returned after Noveriber elec-

tion.
1946

Bailie Emrys Hughes holds
South Ayrshire against Robert
Mathew, with 8,729 majority,
in Bye-Election following
death of Alexander Sloan.

One hundred families housed
in pre-fab scheme at Back
Rogerton, Auchinleck.

Death of Sir John Latta,
London, supporter of
many gooed causes in Cummock,

shire against Lt.-Col. Mathew |Po

Houston invested with George
Medals at Buckingham Palace
for their part in heroic rescue
work at Knockshinnoch.

Mr Emrys Hughes returned
M.P. for South Ayrshire,
beating Mr Derek M. H. Smith
by majority of T7,836.

1952

Death of HM. King George
VI (6th February). Queen
Elizabeth the Second pro-
claimed from Cumnock Town
Hall by Provost James Holl-
and. :

Rt. Hon, Harold Wilson,
M.P., and Mrs Barbara Castle,
M.P., address Keir Hardie

his native town and distriet.

Demonstration in Cumnock,

CU\!\OCL MOTTO WARE.—It was the pleasant custom of the propnetors of Cumnocx
to present Cumnock merchants with a suite of the celebrated Cummnock
?otme oy d p The articles in the picture were presented

1otto
to the Editor's

ware on the occasion of their marriage.

mother on her wedding day —

Census reveals 30.6% in- ogz,:{‘led at Netherthird, Cum-

i Cumni 1 nock.
cmaslfati;:. ek tesh First “Cumnock Chronicie
essts D. Park and A.|Parish Reunion” held in

Queen Victoria Park, Niagara
Falls, Canada (24th July).
1956
Cumnock A. & C. Station
closed to traffic — destroyed
by fire.
Plague unveiled at 2 Holl-
and Crescent on 1000th house
built by Cumnock Burgh.
New offices of Ministry of | F.
Labour opened at Ayr Hoad,
Cumnock.
Mr Edward M‘Dermid, Dal-
mellington, appointed Dlstnct
Clerk at Cumnock in succession
to the late Mr Wm. Watson
(26th June).
Mr Robert Forbes receives
retiral gifts from Town Coun-
cil and others after 41 vears
as Burgh Surveror.
Vigit of Her Majesiv the
Queen and H.R.H. the Duke
of Edinburgh to Cumnock (3rd
July).
Five hundred exiles at 2nd
“ Cumnock Chronicie Parich
Reunion™ at Niagara Falls,
Canada.
Death of Marquess of Bute
in his 50th vear (14th Aang.).
Memorial bust of J. Keir
Hardie handed over to Mr
Speaker in the House of
Commons, for erection in
‘Westminster.

1957

Netherthird's new Commun-
ity Centre opened 28th June.
Cost £10.000.

Rev. G. A. M‘Cutcheon un-
veils commemorative stone at
the Auchinleck Community
Centre (29th September).
Interim Rotary Club of
Cumnock constituted in Dum-
fries Arms Hotel (1st Oct.).
enteen miners kiiled in
an explosion in Kames Colliery
at Muirkirk (19th Nov.).

1958

“‘D"

September 30, 1898,

Gales of 106 sweep
the district (8th Jamuary).

nock district (9th January).
Cumnock Town Council agree
to take 1000 Glasgow over-
spill families
New £6000 Church Hall for
Lugar Church opened at

Logan.

Cumnock Juvenile Court re-
moves from Millbank after 21
years to new premises at
Cumnock Council Chambers.

Mr Jobn H. M‘Innes, MLA.,

FE.LS. (Bank S:hoo!). ap-
pomted _beadmaster

Sclmul,

Cunmcl:k (14th April).

Mr Emrys Hughes returned
to Parliament fcrr South Ayr--
shire, defeating the TUnionist
Candidate — Cumnock - born
Mr W. H. Hunter. by 10.669
votes (9th October).

Messrs John Foster & Son
announce £200.000 extension te
their Bankend Factory in
Cumnock. (12th October).

opened in Drongan.
1960
Cumnock Town Couneil signs

poration to take 1006 overspill
families (11th Jan.). Later,
on 24th Oectober, they agree
that the town be “Burgh of
Cumnock ” dropping the “and
Holmhead ” from the former
title.
1981

Rev. George S. ‘mnng or-
dained and indmeted the
charge of Cumnock Cmnma:
West Ck?h (3rd Mar).

Death }Ir Andrew Martin,
M.A, BSc. for 29 years the
Rector of Cummneck Acsdemy
(5tk July).

Cumneck B.ms Club anweal
co.mmemerznve tede-
\.sea by the B.RE‘ from Dum-
fries Arms Hotel. Mr Robert

£35.000 Community Centre |¥

agreement with Glasgow Cor- F.

also for the
years — or new
Academy in Ayr Road (13t
March).

Logan TnII new £90.000
school on September
16tk .dmasta’ Rowan of
Lugar School moves over with

Taylor (25th Ov:t.ober)
Many meetings of mt




=23

ch
760 Girl Guides take part in
i at Weodroad

output, is top preduction
for Scotland for year (2nd
t Two months

Provest M‘Turk opens the
Working Men’s Club in hand-
some mew premises at Town-
head Street (Sth October).

1966

The Bata Shoe Company an-
nounce that they will extend
their factory at Netherthird
te give work to a further 200
(9th March).

Mr Emrys Hughes returned
for South in Parlia-
mentary Election with a maj-
ority of 12,053 over Conserv-
ative opponent Mr Christopher
Graves (31st March).

Chemstrand — American
synthetic fibre corporation —
announce they will open fac-
tory in Cumnock with jobs for
70 people (8th April). p

Mr Thomas Finn, M.A, ap-

Provost in succession
to Provost J. K. H. MTurk
(6th May).

Cumnock Burgh Centenary
celebrations begin with Church
service from the Old Church
—Rev. J. D. M‘Clymont offi-

iating. Lessons read by
Marquess of Bute, Provost T.
Fion and Tx-Provost Keir
MTurk (5t.: June). Week of
general celebrations follow, in-
cluding Cumnock’s last Carni-
<al Day of the long series
(11th June).

Board of Trade ammounce a
fourth factory for Cumnock’s
fndustrial tate at Cap e
with prospect of 500 jobs,
mainly for men (13th June).

Forty-two houses in Cur?
nock flooded when Lagar and
Glaieno<k spill over banks in
worst flood ever recorded.
(Aug. 13/14).

Mr George Vallance, well-
known local Burnsian pre-
sides over annual general
meeting of the Burns Feder-
ation in Troon (10th Sept.).

Mr George Darling, Minis-
ter of State at the Board of
Trade forecasts “ Bright fut-

services in most of the district;
urches.

teachers’
William Stewart, John Brown,
John Smith, Andrew Murdoch,

Mary Stewart, i
Agnes Murray, Isab. Murray,

Clark, Margt. Kay,

art and Janet Henderson.
First Admission Roll

It will interest most Cum-
nock folks to look over the ap-
pended list of names and
addresses (where available) of
the first roll of admissions to
the register of the new Cum-
nock Public School in Barr-
hill Road in 1874, when the
two schools were amalgamated
under the joint headmaster-
ship of Messrs Secott and
Brown.

Bain, Robert. Glalsnock Strest.
Good, John, Caponacre.
Crichton, Hugh, Lugar Street,
Murdecn, Jane, Ayr Road.
Kay, Willlam, Elbow Lanc.
Thomas, Hoi

James, Kilnh
Murdoch, Andrew, Ayr Road.
Hamilton, Thomas, Townhead f.
M Intosh, John.

Halliday, Thomas.

Livingstone, Robert, Barrhill Rd.
Howat, Willlam, Townhend Strect.
Fulton, Robert, Gibb's Close.
Brown., Marmmrai  Awve Bana
Fulton, Fobert, Gibb's Close.
EBrown, Margaret, Ayr Road.

FlL

ure for Cummnock ” in visit to

Burgh. He discleses that
Messrs William C. Gray & Co.,
Ltd.. Scottish carpet manu-
facturers, would be the first
of several new factories al
the Cuponucre industrial
estate (14th Oet.).

Ayr County Council an-
nounce *zo-zhead” plans for
Auchinleck’s new million pound
school mear Knockroon Farm
(28th October).

Impending closure of Glen-
afton Hospital annourced—{4th
November).

THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

When our Century opened.
there were two public schools
in the town—the Parish Pub-
lic School at Broombrae, Barr-
hill Road, where Mr David L.
Scott was headmaster and the

Free Church School in Ayr
Road, where Mr Robert
Brown presided over the

larger of the two establish-
ments. These had 144 and 220
pupils. respectively.

In 1872 the Education (Scoi-
land) Act placed the responsi-
bility for schools and school-
ing on the then mewly-
created Parish School Boards
and the two headmasters
were retained in their posts
while plans were made for the
erection of the new Public
School in Barrhill Road. The

Board was =also responsible].

White, Hugh, Glaisnock Street.
R 4, A Ty
Strest.
FRiggans, James, Tower Streel.
‘Hutcheson, James, Ayr Road.
M'Millan, Robert, Townhead St.
&mith, Elizabeth, Manse Lane.
Watsen, Hlizabeth, Eibow Lane.
Climie. Andrew, Tower Sireet
err, Alexander, Barrhill Road.
Fiinn, Huogh,
Gillespie. James, Townhead Si.
Zmith, James,

£

Brown, James, Ayr Road.
M'Intosh, Mary, Gibb's Close.
M'Kinnon, Isabelle, Ayr Road.
“'Ronald, Etizabeth, Tower Striet.
Purdie, Marion.

Cross, Margaret, Tower Stireef.
Richmond, Elizabeth, Kilnholm FL
Hilleot!, Miagaret.

Nicol, Willlam, Glalspock Streel.
Smith, Andrew, Waterside Place.
Murdoch, Edward, Townhead St.
Murdoch, John, Ayr Rood.
Smith, Mary, Bridge End.
Richmond. Elizabeth, Glaisnock St.
S:eweart. Mary, 10 New Bridge St.
Cumeron, John, Longrigg Coitage.
M ‘Lanachan, John, Square.
Riggans, Willlam, Tower Street.
gimpson, William, Horseclsugh.
Kay. John, Elbow Lane.
Campbeil, James, Lugar Street.

H. B. Wilson, Jane R. Gibb,| *

James Campbell, Robert Stev-| -
enson, David Raeside, David|:

¢ Robert |
Laurie, Geo. Clark, Margaret|. .
Stoddart, Diana M. M. Dickson,|: =«
Marion Brown, Robina Stew- |-«
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Kerr, Alexander, Waterside FPlace.
Findlay, William.

Barrowman, James.

Wallace, Christina, Ayr Road.
Moore, Elizabeth, Burnside Worlks.
Cross, Isabella, Tower Street.
Hyslop, Elizabeth,

M'Donald, Mary.

Russell, Elirabeth.

Kay, John, Crichton Rows,
Brown, George, Erldge End.
Latta, Thomas, Kyle.

Clark, James, Tower Strost.
_Vallance, Robert, Little Charsue,
Calderwood, James.

Armstrong, William.

Livingstone, Robert, Lugar Sircet,
M'Kinnon, James, Ayr Road,
Fuolten, James, Glbb's Cloae.
Wilson, Hugh, Kilnholm Place.
Howat, James, Townhend Strest,
Richmond, John, Townhead Stresi.
Arthur, Inmes, Bridge End.
Vallance, Georgina, Glaisnock St.
Robertson, Agnes, Townhead EL.
Stevenson, Andrew, Changuo.
Samson, Johm, Weterside Pluce.
Hunter, Willlam.. Rosehirn.

Howaf Elizabeth, To' ahead £t
Hilleott, Jane Anm.

Brown. Elizabeth, Glaianock st
gmith, Janst, Tanyard Lone
TWhite, A Glaisnock Straot.
Whitle, Thomas, Glalsnock Slred'.
Latta, Robert. Darmalloch.

Kay, David, Crichton Row.
Sharnkland, Metthew, Bowes.
Tichmpond, George, 48 Barrhill Tid,
©O'Caliaghan. John, Waterside PL
Kirkland, Annie, Railway Btation.
Clark, Mary. Tower Street.
Templeton, Annle, Lugar Streect.
Wilson, John.

Murdoeh, Willlem, Townhead St
Wardrop, David, Garlaff.
Murdoch, Adam, Waterside Place.
Wrille, James, Glaisnock Street.
Bain, James, Glaisnock Street.
Moore, George Nicol, Tower 5t.
Smith, John Spence. Barrhill Rd.
EBrown, John, Bridgend.

Vallance. James, Glaisnock Street.
Cuthbertson, David, Tower Streel.
Smith, George, Tower Street.
Wardrop, Ellen, Gariaff.
Stevenson, Christina, Changue.
Templeton, Agnes, Lugar Street.
M'Kend, Jessle.

Baird, Wilhelmina, Glaisnozk St
M'Calium, Margaret, Ayr Read.

Bailantine, James, Glaismock St. Erown, Robert.

Gibson, Wilkam, Barshare. M'Kend, Peter.

Murphy, John. Lennox, Willlam, Strand.
Ballantine. Jamet. ismock St. lee, Johm, T d Strect.

Howat. Willlam, Townhead St
Bilack, Elzabeth, Bquere.
M'Gee. Mary, Tanyard Lane.
Millar, Elizabeth. Eibow Lane.
Anderson. Jamet, Ayr Road.

Shankland. Johnm, Bowes.

Joint Headmasters

tinued until 1882,

Messrs Scott and Brown be-
came joint headmasters and
this unuswal situation con-
when Mr

James T. Cree.

John Dick.

John W. M‘Innes.

First Schoel Beard

The first Sehool Board con-
sisted of Messrs Barrowman.
Baird. Samson and M‘Kervail
{all in their day Town Coun-

{cmors}. thke Rev. James Mur-
‘| ray, the Marguess of Bute's

| Factor C. G. Shaw, and Pat-
rick C. Boswell of Garrallan—

: | the last named continming for
i Mt

| twelve years as ¢
| Arch. Brakenridge was Clerk
!and Treasurer for the forty-
|§ix vears of the Board's ex-
| istence.
| In 1919 the Boards were in
Counis
and =t
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, held in the evenings,
enoa'nwn'd;

last yesr enrclments in over

i

Roman Catholic Schools

The first RC. School in the
parish was provideu: by
Kar-_ (JUESS -of Buote 2t Benston
in 1867. S

Full provision has always
been made for Roman Catholic
children in the town. St. John's

g

1890 by the Sisters of the
Sacred Heart. ¥t was rebuilt
%Y:g.rs h:!zfer and has had

are growing pains.
These culminated ir the open-
ing of the new High
school — St. Comval's — at
Broomfield. in 1961. This
Cconst the accow—
modation _problem in St

John's, which continues as a
primary school. Senior see-
ondary pupils continue to

travel to either Ayr or Kil-
marnock.

In this brief centenary vear
survey it is essential to record
that the headmaster of St
Conval’s, Mr Thomas Finn. is
Provost of Cumnock, and Mr
James Cree, the headmaster
o Gregmmill Schasl, wae oo-
corded a civic reception before
completing his term as Presi-
dent of the Educational Insti-
tote of Scotiznd

School,
present close on 3000 pupils
enrolled under the care of 120
teachsTs. =

When the School Board was

_wE

i

. i Brown took over full charge

! = | on Mr Scott’s retiral. In 1892
Mr John Dick became head-
master and a steadily in-
creasing roll, accentuated by
the raising of the school
leaving age from 13 to 14, 2
few vears earlier, obliged the
Board to erect the new build-

Jobhn Maclean

tatas Acquired

ing for infants in the play- 5 g
ground behind the school and W gy glrowtn de-
adiacent to Broomhill House. {manded increased accommo-
This was alse designed to dation znd in October 1926
accommodate cooke:'_]:' and Mr Hunter was given the
laundry rooms and when the i = honeur R &
infant classes moved from the John Weir. B 2 ',i:;‘nt:
old parish schoolrooms to g WEXS
their new gquarters, the old 3 ating _ Hillside
1 House. followimg year

sehool was Lept in being as a1
arts and science department.
In 1906 the school was
raised to.Higher Grade status
and began te bring in pupils
from Muirkirk and New Cum-
nock. Four years later th
Board acquired Hillside House

acress the road from the Pub-
lic School, and from which the
143 Higher Grade pupils were
ceremoniously marched in
to what were then com
idered their sumpiuous

riers.

the sehool became knmown for
the first time 3s Cummeck
Acadersy and had a roll of
owver 900 pupils. Twelve years
the Hillside House sec-

: shed ard the

o

‘_‘t_ ;_:-‘;} >

New Parish School, Barrhill Road. opened 19th August, 1875.

Arndrew Du=lop.
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John Maclean.

CUMNC 'K ESTABLISHED
CHURCH.

h was built

rU Years

T"L building
1864 and
rch was op-
-ember, 1866.

The Ministers

1776—Rev.
1777—Re.
1819—Rev.
1830—Rev.
1843—Rev.
1875—Rev.

George Muir

Thomas Miller

John_ Frazer-

Ninian Bannatyne

James Murray

J. Spence
Robertson

J. Douglas
M‘Clymont

1927—Rev.

Rev. Ninian Bannatyne.

Rev. James Murray.

Rev. J. Douglas M‘Clymont.

In 18C) a Mission Hall was
erected at the foot of Barrhill
Road and in 1911 a Mission
Hall was built for Skares and
Garrallan,

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN

(Subsequently West. U.F.
Chureh).

The congregation a ]\ed for
& * Supulv of Sermon” in
September, 1773. Open- air
meetings were held until 1775
when the old meeting house
gave the adherents a roof over
their heads. Then, in 1831,
the new church was erected in
The Tanyard.

The Ministers

1777—Rev. James Hall
17883—Rev. David Wilson
1823—Rev. Robert Brown
1848—Rev. Matthew Dickie
1857-6—Itev. William Hutton
1871—Rev. Alexander
Macdonald.
Stewart R.
Seott.
1922-30—Rev. Hugh Agnew.
1930—Rev. Douglas Briggs
1985-49—Rev. Hugh Lang
Hall.

1913-22—Rev.

Rev. Williara Hutton.

[ Rev. Alex. Maccdonal

id.

Rev. Stewart R. Scott.

Rev. Hugh Agnew.

Rev. Douglas Briggs.

Rev. Hugh L. Hall.

In 1949 the Rev. H. L. Hall
demitted the West Church to
make way for .the union of
the Crichton and West congre-§.
gations. Later the West
Church was sold to the County
Council and has since been
used by that authority as an
equipment store.

In 1950 the Rev. John Hast-
ings Miller was inducted to the
Joint Charge of what was
now named the Crichton-West
Church in Ayr Road.

In 1961 the Rev. George S.
Young succeeded to the charge
and is the present minister.

CUMNOCK FREE CHURCH.

Following the Disruption
and the departure of so many
members from the Established

Church in 1843 — a Free
Church  congregation was
formed” and a new church

erected in Ayr Road.

The Ministers

1843—Rev. Ninian Bannatyne

1873-82—Rev. Alexander
Adamson.

1883-1931—Rev. John Warrick

Rev. Donald Budge.

| memmal C}-urch was built.

During Mr Warrick's min—l
| istry, the present Crichton |

1931-49—Rev. Donaid Budge
CRICHTON-WEST CHURCH

1850—TRev. John H. Millar
1961—Rev. George S. Young

Rev. J. H. Millar.

G. 5. Young.

Rev.

CONGREGATIONAL
- CHURCH
The congregation was!-

formied in 1838 in the Black
Bull Hall and the old parish
school in The Square was sub-
sequently acquired and adap-
ted as a church in 1847.

The Ministers
1840-42—Rev. Sime
1844-53—Rev. P. W. Grant
1854-65—Rev. John M‘Auslan
1866-72—Rev. Thomas
Brisbane

1873-76—Rev. John Murray
1877-81—Rev. Francis Lamb
1882-R4—Rev. A. N. Scott

At this point the old church
was sold to the Clydesdale
Bank—and a new church built
at: ibe. Auchisleck - Rozd -
Woodroad triangle on the town
side of the Stepends

The church was opened on

18th February, 1883.

1884~ 19L5—R0‘\ William
Mathieson

1913—1934—»Re\' Mark N.
Robson.

1934-1950—Rev. J. C. Drife

1951-1956—Rev. W. M'Gill
Thomson

1955- Rev. Matthew
Sullivan

Rev. William Mathieson.

Rev. J. C. Drife.

Rev. Matthew Sullivan.

BAPTIST CHURCH

The church was founded in
1876, with the Rev. J. Houston
as their minister; after several
moves, in 1887 the present
building was erected.

In the first fifty years of
its existemce thers were no
fewér than ten short mipis-
tries.

Ministers
1900- -—Ilev Thomas J OnEs.

e

1547—Rev.
1956 - ———Re\ Thomas

1963 — Rev. John Martin

1938-47—Rev, James Malcolm
William Barrie.

Rev. Thomas Connelly.

Rev. J. Stewart.
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ST. ANDREW'S U.F.

CHURCH

The Free Churches of Scot-
land re-united with the Church
of Scotland in 1929 — but
there were still those who
held to their own opinions in
that matter and a Continuing
United Free Church of Scot-

Rev. J. F. MacDonald.

Rev. J. W. Watt.

Rev. J. Merriman.

Rev. R. Brown.

land was formed. In Cum-
nock, meetings were held for
a time in the Lesser Town
Hail. . In 1930, the nsw
denomination ordained their
first minister—and nine years
later the mew U.F. Church of
St. Andrev’s was dedicated.
The Ministers
1929-31—Rev. J. F. MacDonald
1931-34—Rev. J. W. Watt
1934-37—Rev. J. C. Walker
1937-39—Rev. J. R. Gowans
1939-42—Rev. J. Merriman
1943-62—Rev: 8. M. Walker
1962- —Rev. R. Brown
ST. JOHN'S R.C. CHURCH
_ The congregation first met
in the chapel built at Birnie-
Inowe, Auchinleck, under Fr.
John O'Dwyer. Subsequent
priests were — Father John
M*‘Ginnis, 1873; Father Pat-
rick A. Wright, 1874; Rew.
John O'Neill, 1882; —

The Cumnock members be-
came a congregation in their
own right in 1882, under
Father Daniel Collins, and in
their new and present Church
of St. John’s erected by the
Third Marquess of Bute.

In 1885, Father Collins was
succeeded by Father John
Hourigan (1885-1889). Father
Henry Stuzrt Laverty (1889-
1890). Then came Father
Charles J. A. O’Malley, who
was succeeded for short per-
iods by Fathers Daniel Keogh
and Henry J. Langley. Then
came Father and later Canon
Martin Meagher, who minis-
tered for thirty years, from
1906-1936. He was succeeded
by Father Martin Doyle (1936-
1938), Father Hugh Mimnagh
(1538-1950), Father George
M‘Cafferty (1950-1965), and
Father Nicholas Murph

Fr. Hugh Mimnagh.

Fr. George M‘Cafferty.

(18656 - —).

Fr. Daniel Keogh.

Ca

Canon Martin Doyle.

Fr. Nicholas Murphy.

Mother Superiors of the
Sacred Heart Convent &
Bute Hospital.

Rev. Mother Laura.

Rev. Mother Romana.
Rev. Mother Lelia.

Rev. Mother Albina.

Rev. Mother Rits,

Rev. Mother Rosa.

Rev. Mother Leonie.
Rev. - Mether -Margucrits.
Rev. Mother Geraldine.

The Railway Saga

One hundred and sixteen
years ago the first railway
train arrived in Cumnock. It
was the 20th of May and this
was the advent of the G. & S.
W. Railway after that army of
Irish navvies and black-faced
colonials had completed the last
great gap between Glasgow
and the town—the thirteen-
arched, 175 foot high viaduct
over the Lugar from Temp-
land to Old Cumnock station.

In all those passing years,
the railway served us well,
providing us with our iron-
linkage to every part of the
world. It was a great event in
our boyhood days to be taken
on that wonderful trip to Glas-
gow, learning all the station
names by heart, and arriving
in that great erystal vault of
a place, St. Enoch — which,
even as we write these words,
is closing its portals for ever,
having outlived its day and
generation—a victim to stern
accountancy and budget balan-
cing such as we all have to
contemplate from time to time.
New means of communi-
cation, by road and by air,
always improving, always fas-
ter, always more competfitive,
cut the demand for a passenger
service bit by bit until it was
no longer profitable to reta
a booking office staff for

they had to do. And so in
1964, the Ayr and Cumnock
railway was condemmed in
entirety. The bridges v

destroved, the lines removed,
the stations demolished. And
then, early this year, our loc
stations ceased to funetion
passenger entities, our goods
traffic was concentrated at

as

Auchinleck, and the only pass-
enger stop between Kilmarnock
and

Dumfries was at Kirk-

¥

that war-
Colum

olumn ),

R ey
e, YR ', X i

THE OLD GHURCH—The building with the outside gallery stair - belfry - steeple,
and the weather cock. The aneient “ Jougs” for punishment were fastened to one gable
end.. Demolished to make room for the new church 102 years ago.

time period when, in 1916, the
“ Tin Lizzies ” first made their
appearance the amazing
Henry Ford box of tricks that
brought motoring to the!
millions and ultimately the!
£08 car — we recall the stories
and the incidents. These re-
ferred in the main to the hey- |
day of the sixpenny fares to!
Skares and to Lugar, especi-|
ally on & Saturday night. The.[
passengers hung on to the
bodywork .of .those tireless
Fords, and many a one dropped
off unnoticed to fall asleep by!
the roadside. For there was
big money in the pits those|
days, and no shortage of drink:
in the pubs, and business'
boomed as the exhaust pipes
of the “Tin Lizzies"™ sizzled;
to a white heat. The buses|
were yet to come, those

The recently “cleaned and renovated” Old Church in The
Square — photographed last week.

Ninian Bannatyne, his Session snd

The Free Church erected in Ayr Road when the Rev.
The gable end of

many of his congregation left the Parish Church at the Disruption.
“Coila” is on the extreme left of the picture.
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end of the third decade of this
century, to
coming-of-age, m
birthday celebrations at Dum-
fries House.

quent on the difficulties arising
out of the y 1
of land for housing, this cordi-
lality 1
more recent times, however,
the present and sixth Marquess.
|whe inherited the title in 1856

Lord Bute,

be associated with
marriage and
In the early thirties. conse-
compulsory purchase
In

somewhat cooled.

bLiberal Party

picture of 114 years ago, o
o link Glasgow with Carlisle. X
coloured men toe—building the viaduct to span

r thereabouts, when the G. & S. W. Railway
It shows a few of the hundreds of Irish

the River Lugar.

A

The original solid-tyred ‘buses of the Avr and District Motor Services — Th
some other vintage cars in The Square in the early 1920%.

jes of = Tin Lizzias ¥ — the cheap
» Ford in U.5.A. ey
. Henry cuivped — “You can

They flooded

privided it is black.”

% The Cumnock Chronicle.”
founded in 1901 by John Wal-
ters Crawford, is now carried
lon by Duncan Maclean Ballan-
tine, who has been editor since
1929 and proprietor since 1947,

Founded in 1869, !
Cumnock Express,” a locahaeﬁ
! edition of the “Ayr Observer,
|ceased publication in__1909,
|while “The Cumnock News,
!which was a localised edition
'of the “Ardrossan and Salt-
lepats Herald,” ceased publi-

“ The,

when he was twenty- has
restored in some measure ihe
old relationship, as witness his
very real contribution to the
recent ‘centenary celebrations
within his home in Du{:n‘ng-e
House, When he married iIn
1955 the Town Council was
associated in the wedding
presentation of a replica in
silver of Cumnock Mercat
Cross. He was then the Earl
of Dumfries,

Ex-Provest and Member of
Parliament

Emrys Hughes was elected
to the Couneil in 1927, passed
through the Provostship zm}?:
continued as a member until
he succeeded Alexander Sloan

'ecation about 1812, S
An effort to re-esly h_hsh
f: The Cumnock Express

in
i

as Labour Member of Parlia-
ment for South Ayrshire in

e

entered the lists zad in econ-
secutive local elections have
won two seats from the Lab-
our Party monopely control
of the Town Council. 2
other change in the political
seene is the creation of 2
Cumnock branch
tish Nationalist movement.

BURGH CHIPS

When the old church in the
Square was demolished in
1564, the weather-cock was Te-
trieved and re-erected at the
Dumfries Arms stables. There,
for over 100 wears, it was
consulted daily to see how the
wind blew. And then the
stables, too, vanished to make
room for a new business de-
velopment, but once again
there was a friendly hand to
retrieve * The cock at Munn's
At = little ceremony

Rotarian Chas. Ancell hand
over “the cock ™ to Rotarian
James Livingstone for pres-
ervation in the Baird Rooms

An- | view,

of the Scot-|in

in the Rotary Club in 1065
anded |1

The Pottery works clesed
down in 1910. George M'Cart-
ney’s Burnside Works, which
had been taken oFeT
Charles and Andrew Taylor
1901, closed down in 1933.

Museum.

—

“ Stoorie Aggies” of the Ayr
and Distric; Motor Services,
which beat the old double-
horse brake off their time-
honoured run from Cr “nock
to Ochiltree to Auchinle. : and
Cumn once again — and
even more adventuresome —
Hendry's brake from Cumnock
to Ayr.

The services increased in
number, the buses improved
out of all knowing, the fares
were far below the railway
ticket charges. The writing
was on the wall. The railways,
as a local passenger service,
were -doomed, and have
assumed their latterday place

ras long-distance canveyances
in ever-improving style, com-
fort and convenience,

Incidentally, Cumnock had
its first sight of airmen in
action when, on the 28th of
July, 1811, two monoplanes,
taking part in an around
Britain race, flew over the

town, oceasioning considerable
excitement,

Fifty-five years later, Pro-
vost Thomas Finn was dropped
off from 2 parachute helicopter
at a display in Woodroad
Park, having been picked up
in his playground in St. Con-
val’s School!

Public Parks

In 1907 the Marguess of Bute
handed over 1o the town,
Townhead Park. Twelve years
later it became knovwm that the

Misses Murray had left the
wherewithal to acquire a
publie park; the legal tangles
were unravelled and the Mur-
ray Park was opened.

The Woodroad park and
woodlands were acquired from
Templand Farm in 1935. Later,
in 1937, Lady Talbot gifted the
old Stepends Hearth, and the
town's requirements were com-
plete.

The new Broomfield playing
fields, for encouragement of
football, rugby, hockey and
ericket, were aecquired and
opened in 1962, and plans for
a pavilion on ambitious lines
are now finalised.

Newspapers

J. Walters Crawford.

1934 was abandoned after five
issues.

“ The Chronicle " was one of
the first Scottish weeklies to
instal the new electronie block-
making apparatus, and with
the building of a new news-
paper press the establishment
has completely automated its
printing processes, far in ad-
vance of most weekly news-
paper offices, notwithstanding
its modest circulation of 8,500
copies.

D. M. Ballantine,

The House of Bute

Relations between the Town
Counecil and the Land Superi-
ority of the House of Bute
jhave generally been cordial, as
|witness the comcermn of our
‘eivie fathers, until at least the

11946,

His vears of service as
| M.P. now equal his 20 years as
i Town Councilior.

ELECTION FEVER

Spirited Parliamentary elec-
tions have been fought down
Our constituency
\was for long -a Liberal pres-
erve, and the pre-war elections

the years.

fought between William P.
Beale, K.C., for the Liberals

Tories were bitter affairs, car-
ried into the scheol play-
grounds with some assiduity
as we well remember. In the
outstanding fight of 24th Jan-
uary, 1910, the blue and red
rvosettes were courageously
worn and stoutly defended.
Beale held the seat for the
. Liberals with a 2,040 majority.

and T. W. M‘Intyre for the

he Masonic Tempie

Mr Andrew Goldie, 2 promin-
ent Free Mason in that era,
tock an active part in the

the Temple.

Lodge St. Barmebas, No
230 in the Mascnic Order.
must be one of the older lodges
in the district, having been
founded in 1809. The ter-
jubilee was Tittingly cele
brated in the fine Masonic
Temple eorected some fifty
years ago in Ayr Read ]
_ Active local represemtation
keeps the Comnock image in
the Jorefront of our National
dailies from time to time.
Television pregrammeés by the

BE.C. occamonally feature
L netable oz
bel the Diamend Jubilee

as it was built originally in Ayr Read

raising of the funds to bumild

perance
on 7th December, 1920, wa-1
the result was declared—X)
change, 785; No licence, 423
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there were four major periods | chortled over another morning | town’s most ising pro-
of bitter controversy culmin-|headline. g gramme so far—the erection
ating on occasion in behaviour| The following year, Emrys|of 500 houses at Barshare.

not altogether in keeping with
municipal dignity.

The state of repair of the
old Mercat Cross came under
discussion. One member was
rash enough to suggest that
it would serve its most useful
role now if broken down for
road bottoming. The fat was
in the fire with a vengeance.

Dr. James M‘Queen, the
Rev. John Warrick, and many
other public-minded gentlemen
rallied to the protection of our
ancjent snonument; petitions

Hughes elected to face George
Bridges at the ballot box and
Mrs Hughes, who had been re-
turned to the Council un-
opposed with two other Lab-
our candidates three years
earlier, was appointed Provost.
Bridges scorcd 942 votes
against Hughes's 887, and the
battle was rejoined with fur-
ther interim adjournments. It
looked as though a three
years’ war of attrition was un-
avoidable. And then George
Bridges was removed from the

This project brought the first
Saltire Society award for out-
standing design and execution
in 1968. A further Saltire
commendation for clever
adaptation of 2 difficult site
was awarded this year for
houses built at Richmond Ter-
race, in Barrhill Road.

Prior to the advent of Sir
Robert H. Matthew, the Burgh
Surveyor (the late Mr Robert
Forbes) had been responsible
for the designing and plan-
ning of the Burgh's housing

= scene of conflict on his ap- schemes and their lay-out.
were presented, and a special| pointment as headmaster at|Many of the schemes were
Topn Dot fiks Rk bwis called and Deeliod 'thie Kilbirnie — and that was that! | built by direct labour, but lat-| A view of M‘Cartney’s Works at Greenbrac, as they looked
f" &“m oﬁnm.tss:one;u S T Hall ai ros + ? There was a further differ-|terly the policy has heen to 130 years ago.
srother, Duncan Ballantine.|lown - suggestlon Olf ... "of opinion with public|Teturn to normal contractual
The rooms are still providing | mis-reporting was repulsed on feeling in the early stages of | tender.
a most useful focal point for|our reading of the relevant)yy "8, " yor 4 Council re-| To accommodate all the|the Public Library, the Liter- The New History

our young men, who enjoy the
games facilities supplied.

LOCAL HOSPITALS.

The Bute family had looked
after the welfare of the Bute
Cottage Hospital for over 37
vears, but on May 30th, 1920,
they intimated their with-
drawal from that much ap-
preciated sponsorship. Public
meetings were held and regu-
lar sources of revenue from
miners’ pay packets, other
trades’ guilds, all kinds of as-
sociations and charitably in-
clined societies, ete., were
organised. With a source of
income fairly well established
a committee of management
was appoi..ted on 4th Novem-
bher, 1921, until the operati
of the National Health Ser-
vices and Hospital Boards took

passage from our notebook. A
vindicated “ Chronicle” made

lively reading with supporting

letters to the editor and
some piquant versification.
“The Mercat Cross,” as a
Scheduled “Ancient Monu-
ment,” is now safe from any
further threat, ribald or other-
wise.

Tempers were frayed badly
when Emrys Hughes pushed
through his drive for the
demolition of old properties
as unfit for human habitation.
The campaign culminated in a
Public Inquiry in the Lesser
Town Hall to hear the case
for and against the compul-
sory acquisition of land at a
reasonable figure from Mount-
joy Ltd. (Marquis of Bute).
This serious division of opin-
ion round the Council table
was heightened by the fact

fused to participate in a series
of special savings drives insti-
tuted by the War Cabinet for
the purpose of purchasing
weapons of war. The impasse
was resolved when Cumnock
District Council took over the
gponsorship — and under the
guidance of various chairmen
and District Council Clexk
John Allan — some record
figures were achieved in suc-
cessive years.

The Lebour group has con-
tinued in comtrel of Town
Council affairs and much has
been done for the general
well-being of the lieges. Note-
worthy was the. slum clear-
ance programme.

Qutstanding in the amenity
field was the decision, after
public plebiscite, to create an
open-air, heated swimming
pool at Woodroad, which had,

houses, the Burgh has been
extended pericdically and, as
it passes its hundredth birth-
day snd approaches its two-
thousandth house, further ex-
tension would appear to be in-
evitable.
The provision of adequate
domestic water supply be-
devilled the Council for half a
century, until a mutually sat-
isfactory arrangement between
the Town and the County
Council allowed the augment-
ation of supply from the
Borland Reservoir by junction
as required with the County
water source =t Glenafton.
The latest step in the right
direction regarding the pro-
vision of all the water the
Burgh will require for its
houses and existing and fut-
ure industrial projects, is the
creation of a single Water

ary Guild and the amateur
stage produetions presented
under Guild auspices. These
were of a highly diverting and
glways topical mature, bring-
ing in many of the business
and professional people of the
town. The scripts were largely
Andrew Taslor written or in-
spired—although in the later
works Mr George Coanell alse
had a hand in the game.

Cumnock Pottery Works, be-
hind the Pottery Row, flour-
ished for close on a century,
until about 1910. To-day,
Cumneck glazed pottery ware
are collectors’ pieces and
might yet have considerable
scareity value. Most of the
old families in Cumnock have
a few select specimens in their
display cabinets.

Then there were the jam and

over the committee’s work and G o e ¥ia
. = that Provést Carruthers at -|Board for Ayrsh Aith et T 5 i
i Tl Secme 1 Er oo’y | Yo ), b k| et o Armnis, i ) e € b
acred Heart Conven Moderate viewpoint. e In-1 Boarm to create a publie park, | Bradan. This should meet all | Temonade Works. B e Fa b it
quiry supporh_zd t!_:e dl-abour The following year, Provost|demands for many years fﬁﬁ}f‘i;f‘gm?;‘“{‘fn; gg::: im?ee nnaveanl'.;eu Pl‘;l"ﬂ 5
group contention, anG as aAl3Myrs Hughes declared the Pool | ahead. 3Mill, the Creamery, the Coach- mé:iing.of at;e “?;)rkpﬁ

side eonsequence, several of
our town streets bear the
names of prominent person-

open. It cost £5,500 or, as
Emrys Hughes put it, *the

EARLY INDUSTRIES.

stabling and

ﬁwf
ve found it invaluable as a

alfles faking part i th Pf'lcﬁ of a box of matches a| One hundred years ago the|? for this short summary of the
Tl week to every ratepayer.”|in_ their-day famous box- h's fi Siadvai
aury. ) There has never been any|makine and tweed - weacine e Dlaskarcithe ti Burgh's ke Fears.
This was, in effect, the be-|doubt in most foll's minds|Neing and tweed- weaving | Wheelwrights, blacksmiths, tin- | This book will be the defmitive
LIS Wal, 1l GHECE WHC U | Ui G sy e = mines | hnsinesses were giving way sof Smiths. :‘ln‘]'_iﬂ;".h‘nv _huilding Em‘..h,_..,] ,Efr,r_,"j ;S T
- .C Of'la bitt.ez;ﬂpens(;d‘m & this was a job well done. | coal, snd over the ye e :;ese h?::;"fly co.(ﬁ;:e with | compiled fifty &
ouncil's record. ' Senior 2 -
our Loun Housing Programme so many smaller concerns have g ; ol hﬁr Jobn W,

Bailie ‘George Bridges, by all
the rules of use and wont, was
due for promotion to the
Provostship. But the Labour
group bypassed the Bailie and

Improving the housing con-
ditions within the Burgh has
been the Council’s main con-
cern since 1914, when Urbana

come and gone.

The famous millwright firms
of George M'Cartney at Burn-
side Works and Drummond’s
at Barrhill Road, and latterly

At one time there were
it tablist
—now there alone remains the
# Chronicle ” Office, emplo_-;nj

appointed Emrys Hughes who.| perrace was built. The policy | the smaller firm of Montgom-|twenty printers, r ers i i 65
in bership of the Coun : was contl?snued, if somepwha{ ery & Howat in Waterside| office -Staﬁp . el i o Wmmmuﬁ
was several years the Bailie’s| o010 "hy successive Councils, | Place, built and maintained e - ::ni ¥ Sl = need
junior. The air was eleetric|. g sccording to our files the|Cumnock Threshing Machines There used to be three jew- RERSLE) N
when Mr Hughes assumed the| 550 mark had been passed by|for a flourishing home and ellers and ers—now | for a " ragged weans and
: chair. There was little “ peace|jg3s  when Labour gained|expanding foreign market. there is one; three chemists—lbarefit” fund A bawefooted
Mr W. D. Wa » Rigg, lin the home ” in the years that| .ontvol. Speeding up the pro- M%aartney trained engineers|now two, i we include | child Eem see to-day—
was for many years chairman |followed. The Bridges - Hughes| oyomme considerably the total |found their way to many the new shop opened a few|from necessity that is—
of the Bute Hospital Manage- | battle waged hot and vituper-|5.c yeaching towards 650 |strange and profitable corners days ago in T Street. | and the spectacle of 2 boy go-
ment Committee. ative, and we recollect several | u1on the Second World War|of the world. We still have five banks, sev-|ing obliviously happy to schoel
. occasions when the meetings! hat down building activity eral insarance offices, a great|with shirt peeking  from
The Fever Hospital on thejere adjourned to permit of alpor iy years. Thereafter variety of shops, many busi- holed breeks must indeed be
outskirts of the Burgh gave|ucooling-off 7 interval.  On|ihe work was resumed with nesses catering for the ever-jrare.
notable service to the arvea in ;o celebrated evening, Coun-|enthusiasm in scheme after growing motor trade, but mol Tpere is no comparable
that capacity for many years.| jjjors Bridges and M‘Call en- scheme a3 yver-the town, and Jonger 2 cattle market—and| . e or nardship to-day
The need for such an institi-| gaged in a slanging match in| iy 1956, at the late Councillor no longer any Cumnock Fairsiy,anis {0 our affiuent society
tion greatly diminished with|ywpich Provost Hughes' desk|Gilmowr’s home in Holland or travelling shows (the last| ng our weifare consciousaess,
improved medical knowledge—| was sent flying with all three] Crescent, a plaque was un- visit to The Square was 1828)71 .13 there must be many of
and the function of the hospi-{ ang Mrs Emrys Hughes (Nan|veiled commemorating the ten- cinemas or _penny-geggies. | our glder folks who look upon
tal changed. For some yearS| gardie) on their feet at thelancy of the 1000th house built Our Picture House has beed|opr young methers marching
past it has been geriatric in|ame time, and all within|hy the Council under the vari- going now for 53 years though | with ‘their handsome prams or,
use. arms-length of one another. |ous Housing Acts. Eﬂem;:ﬂh:;ﬂe 1‘;::!0 k@@em more gp%mgﬂd drm.
JCIL i f i for n 3 z jiages, to welfare
TORN COUNCIL |, D v and siolntly | homes contimed unabated, and et of an evening: |G in o otber hai'of the
unorthodox exit via the win-|three years later Sir Robert _ Public Library building at
i d T dow — the storm was again|H. Matthew, a distinguished The Present Secial Picture |Millbank—and sigh to them-
The writer reporte oWn . T ok ot
Council meetings from 1916 to | Weathered without bloodshed, | architect, was appointed to And, on the subject of social |} ves—you d know how
1946 and, in those thirty year-| 1nd the National Press' design and landscape the life, we must have almost| t {?Kaﬁé 'There ‘t;; ﬁ
every kind of club that one free that, or :r::éﬂcl ed“epﬁee for
could name if it is & cwTent|iyis o that other vitaminised
;. |imterest.  Football Tugb¥-lg04 or beverage. Indeed a

Mr George M‘Cartney,
wright, founder of the

The brothers Charles and
Andrew Taylor took over
M‘Cartney’s and, in addition

athletie, swimming, running,
walking, canoceing, golf, curl-
ing, billiards, tenmnis, fishing,
beekeeping, dogs. birds, flow-
ers, bowls, cyeling. motoring,
art, eamera, rambling, shoot-
ing, badminton, bridge, homing

COUNCIL SNIPPETS.
When the Labour Party
dream of nationalising the
coal mines was realised, it was

to the normal, mill-building
activity, added a new interest
in electric switchbox manufaec-

pigeons, Masons, Rotary.
Bound ~Table and associate

Couneil.

cil.
Reid, Charies Thomson, James
—Fr. Charles O’Malley, David
(Chairman), Andrew Murdoc

THE BATTLE OF THE PICTURE—A r X
This was the picture which occasioned qui
from the Town Council Chambers which originally al ‘
—Thomas M‘Caughie, 5
William M‘Geachin, Matthew Smith; Middle Row
Hunter Bowie,
Row—James Howat and

The personalities are:—Back Row:

reproduction

Moodie,

Smith (Inspector of Poor),

h, Alexander Simpson. Front
Robert Hyslop.

of the ph
te a storm before it was Tremoved
so accommodated the Parish Coun-

S

o :
otograph of the first Parish

William Dalgliesh, David

James Gray

ture under the trade name
“Orb.” Both partners took
their share of public life.
Charles in the municipa! field
and Andrew in the work of

|
!
i

Mr Andrew Tayler,

Ladies’ Circle. Women's Town.
Professional. Rural, Gzild (Co-
op. and Chureh). Darby and
Joan. Senior Citizens, Work-
ing Men's, British Legion, Old
Folks, Seouts. Cubs, Brownies,
Boys® Brigade. Life Boys.

stamps—the i

st is endless and
grows every wesk with some
faney or other—and in-
ly news of theze infin-
varied and ever-fascinat- |
interests. and pursaits, |
find their way into the colamns}

uar newspaper at one :ime}
her to record for am-|
other historian one bundred|
vears from now, bow the|
peonle of Cumnock, young and |
old, worked and played—just|
indeed as Dr. John Strawhern |
has done in the ssing
and meticulously detailed amd

tory of Cumnock.” which
has the pleasare of seeing

published this week.

- readable “New 'His-i

many other ialist ideals,
that his daughter, Provest
Nan Hardie Hughes, should

unveil the flag commerasorat-
ing Vesting Day at Hi
Colliery. in January, 1MT.
James Finn, Cumnock. the
oldest worker (and unele of
our Provest). unfurled the
flag ar Whitehill Colliery.
Incidentally. in Aungust,
1939, a bust of
jie. cast in bronze by the
Russia»-betn

and the zift of the

- ' lcccptdbyh

mittes, was i

danghier at the site provided

by the Town Courcil in front
of the Town Hall.

The Coumcil has a long Tec-
members

lord of who gave

= imany vears of service in the

| manaszement of the town af-
lf-.‘i:‘s.bu&aﬂrmhﬁbeﬂt
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to her father,
M.P:

honoured by the Council with

a Burgess Ticket. This was

presented to Ex-Provost James

Holland in 1963, who, at the

same period, was p;‘esent.ed

with his portrait in oils.
COAL.

Throughout the century,
coal, in large measure, pro-
vided the sinews of the town's
prosperity,

town’s perimeter and within |
the Burgh, had closed down
1 . 1866, leaving only the sev-
eral bings and the bogey-
inelines at Barrhill and Temp-
land as reminders of their
former industry:

By the early
town’s ironstone
fed Lugar furnaces,

1880°s the

ceas

although all the!
smaller undertakings on the|

pits wm?gi

the Auchinleck Road, just out-
with the Burgh boundary, giv-
ing emplyoment to some 12
staff and employees. .

A feature of the towns
commercial activity recently
has been the advent of
branches of multiple firms,
with the likelihood of more to
come as the town’s commer-
cial activities expand.

Stevensons' Dairy Farms
Administratively centred in

|the Burgh, but producing and
thandling
|milk a wear from Changue,
| Bankend and Crofthead farms

720,000 gallons of

on the burgh's perimeter, John
and James Stevenson have
nursed the astonishing growth
lof their dairy empire. The
business was founded in 1936,

7ith a modest turnover of
£5,000, Since then they have
opensd shops, aequirved, ex-

@ | panded and modernised a fine

and Carriden
Garr colliery
closed. The sole sur
the Skares area was Whitehil
which continued working until
1965. = The greater number of
our mining families are now
employed in Auchinleck and
Ochiltree parishes. at High-
house, Baronvy and Killoch

collieries, and il is xeasonabiej

to suggest that the Burgh's
practical interest in mining
will continue for many a year
to come, despite the general
shrinkage of the industry.

OUR NEW INDUSTRIES.

The last of the one-time
busy weaving activities at
Townhead had closed down in
the first decade of the new
century, but forty years later.
in 1948, Cumnock’s interest in
textiles was revived, with the
establishment at Bankend Mill
of 2 branch of John Foster,
Sons & Co., Ltd., from Queens-
berry, Yorkshire. The open-
ing ceremony took place in an
atmosphere of tempestuous
wind and rain, so stormy, ip
fact s
was

whipped from his
the gale. Nevertheless, the
Black Dyke Mills Band, which
is sponsored by the Yorkshire
,» played in the new fac-
tory nobly, despite their own
difficuities with the capricious
elements.

ix years ago, Cumnock
Factory added to

interest in the
facture in their
hind the S.ALT.
Avyr Road, while
jon of the first of

ap

id 1

BY-CATTY- |

otel in the town and_ estab-
a5 near monopoly in milk
to homes, schools, can-
and {acteries. Every
- of the vear 18 delivery
eover 700 miles delivering
thronghout Ayr-
est tarn-

T

ol L

iswollen ¢ 0,000 a year and
ta pay-roll of 100 employees
lenjoring the best of social

[ welfare provision. Within re-

i cent months Mr John Steven-
i son has taken over the busi-
' ness in its entirety in his own
name. Incidentally, the Stev-
enson family have farmed

Changue for a hundred years.

, New Cumneck, and
which wisit tl:éz o})rolonged to
the long peri seven years,
told m:t.'n that hetgzardB his

er say urns
me' kindest-hearted and
the best-natured man he ever
knew. It was his daughter,
Annie Rankine, the mother of
my dreich visitor, who was
the heroine of that capital
song of Burns, beginning ‘It
Was Upon a Lammas Nicht.
She died at Cumnock so Te-
cently as 1843, at the age of
eighty-four years, so that she
was born in the same year as
Burns.”

Again — “My mentally
great and most excellent
mother had a distinet recol-
lection of having seen Burns
with his two horses, at the
limeworks, and of his gentle-
ness to them. Though stand-
ing at a distance, they would
come up to him at his call,
when he would rub
their eyes, of which all horses
are exceptionally fond.”

Mr Todd quoted many ac-
guaintances who had known
Burns personally, including
his own father, who knew him
well—and none of whom had
ever heard him “utter an
oath, saw him angry, or saw
him intoxicated.”

A. B. TODD ON
“ ELECTIONS.”

In the course of an auto-
biographieal introduction to
his ¢ Poetical Works "— Mr
A, B. Todd referred at some
length to his fifty years and
more of journalistic associ-
ation with the “Ayr Adver-
tizer,” “Ayr Observer”
“ Cumnock Express,” numer-
ous other weekly journals, and
the national press.

In this chapter, “ The Town
and the Newspaper,” he des-
cribed the sort of conduct one
might expect in eavlier elec-
tion times and went on teo
write:— Previous to the bal-
lot being introduced at Parlia-
mentary elections, the conduct
of the rowdies was generally
bad everywhere and in no
place was it worse, or, perhaps
piave’ wds 1L worse, 'or, perhaps
so utterly bad, as in the town
of Old Cumnock, and it was
like going through a campaign
in an enemy's country for a
Conservative to go to the
poll and record his vote. On
one occasion, in addition to the
local police and special con-
stables, thirty picked con-
stables were brought from
Glasgow to keep the peace and
protect *‘The Tories” who,
gencrally, driven to the poll
in carriages, and intending to
return by them to the com-
mittee rooms, were mostly un-
able to do so; for, when at-
tempting to enter the carriage,
they were driven by the num-
ber and weight of the mob
past the carriage door in spite
of all the police could do, when
they were hustled into The
Square, spit upon, pricked
with awls, brogs and nails;
pinned up to the walls or to
the Market Cross by the pres-

A. B. TODD (Adam Brown
Todd), born near Mauchline,
a tilemaker, began to write,
became =ditor of * Cumnock
Express.”  Published poems
and several hooks related to
the Covenant and Covenant-
ing times. Was prime mover
in the ecrection of the Alex-
ander Peden monument in the,
0ld Churchyard. A noted
Burnsian, he presided at Cum-
nock Burns Club on several
celebrated anniversary occas-
ions.

1{ Hour Working Day.

:ork in the spring
a “washer-off ¥ in
orks., Mr Todd
z autobiography
id six ‘shiliings

thousand ¢
slaves of them

| greater slaves of ¢

ANNIE RANKINE
BURNS.

they made
Ives and
- boys.

AND

sure of the roughs, and used
in the most shameful fashion;
more than one individual being
knocked down and trampled
upon and never being well
afterwards, their deaths, be-
vond a doubt, being due to the
dastardly conduct of those
whom the late William Bueh-
anan, at one time minister of
the parish of Kilmaurs, then
editor of * The Ayr Observer,
thus addressed:—

‘0! rowdizs of Old Cumnock,
Enlightened SANS CULOTTE
With knives and nails for

arguments,

To teach us how to vote!’
(which, epart from its telling
imagery, was not bad for one
typical sentence).

CARNEGIE IN CUMNOCK.

Mr A. B. Todd, in his auto-
biography, wrote:— “ With
that extracrdinary. men, Dr.
Andrew Carregie, I have met
on three occasions; twice
Cumnock and onee in Ayr. The
first time he was driving from

m

North of Scotland, and =
aceompanied by his vener:
maother, to whom he
votedly und beautifully
The second tin
aecompanied by

augh
did me

the South of England to the|:

-]
i

numbers

sometimes sectariam, some-
times at a price, more often
free. Sixty years ago

more it was the Atheneum;
then there were the penny
readings. There always seemed
to be a library of sorts in the
Town Hall and we had a hand
in more than one effort to
revive flagging interest before
the commercial twopenny-a-
read and then the free County
libraries, in their own most
elegant and efficient buildings,
opened the flood gates of free
and limitless choice to all whe

cared to call and choose.

= ks

AND THE MODERN WAY.—Provost Finn arrives by heBcopter from St. Conval’s plar-
ground, at Woodread Park, d wing the summer Centenary Celebrations.

There was a vogue too for
many a year for the social
outing to listen to a world-
renowned or local celebrity on
his own specialised subject of
study or enterprise. Those
Literary Guild nights had their
faseination, especially when
illustrated with excellent slides,
but they too have gone the
way of all flesh—victims of the
goggle-box and the electronie
age, apart from the oceasional

and still appreciated travel
talk and colour-slide show.
which can still take ome

imaginatively into distant or,
for one reasom or another,

slightly inaccesszible lands.

SIR JOHN LATTA.

de House. the home of the Crichton family. » -
g Mr D:;cli.'s headmastership, was taken over o= 3
nock’s first Higher Grade School

Xr J:mes_ P
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their lives. In the Second
World _Way, 1938-1945, the
T & sacrifice paid by

men. All of their names

THE CUMNGCK CHRONICLE. DECEMBER 9, 1966.

THE KING !N CL'.\INO_CK.——I-I.M. King George VI. and Major General W. R. Clutterbuck,
river- - crossing exercises at. The Holm, during their visit to Cumnock on 15th February, 1943. }

Morlands real sheepskin
slippers are quite
nuhagenusly_'lumrimls.

Al the very best gifts are!

For the most important people on your gift list—and
those problem people who have everything already
—there is nothing surer than a pair of Morlands
slippers. Come inand see our range-slippers for men
and women, and for children too. Many different
stylesand colours. All fully lined with real sheepskin.

EDINBURGH

~ MORRISONS

Ayr Shoe Stores Lid.
4-6-10 HOPE STREET,
Estd. 1865. A Y R. Phone 62816.

It’s warmer inside Morlands real sheepskin

M.C.. watched army

adjusted valuation, two of the
officials from the Department
are commemorated in the
town's street names, viz.
Michie Street and Wylie Cres-
cent,

World Wars

In the First Worid War,
1914-18, 117 Cumnock men lost

are enscrolled on the War
Memorial erected in the New
Cemelery.

Queen’s Visit

In July, 1956, Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth and the Duke
of Edinburgh * 're greeted in
Woodroad Par. by Provost
John Edgar, the Burgh officials,
a parly of distinguished ruests
and thousands of school chil-
dren. whose enthusiasm gave
the Poyal couple the greatest
thrill of their entire Ayrshire
tour.

Coal Pits in the Town and
Parish

Tha' Townhead Ironstone Pit
ad been sunk 6 years before
established.
at Shankston
v 1884, Eight

w1

1
1

highly successful new ultra-
modern development at Killoch
in Ochiltree, in Highhouse, and
the re-opened and revitalised
Barony Colliery in Auechinlecs
The workers' dependence on
the mines for employment is
not mow inescapable, though
excellent jobs will be found in

and the exploitation of enor-

Fas irom North Sea Dorings,
are new and potent factors.

will be needed during the life-
time of our readers, though it
may cease to be used in the
wasteful manner we adopt to-
day.

New Factories

The factories already estab-
lished in the town, and referred
to elzewhera, will soon be aug-
mented on the industrial scene
when the world-famous Ameri-
can synthetic fibre firm of
Chemstrand open up in 1967,
and the fourth Board of Trade
factory announced in June of
this year will give employment
pltimately to another 500
workers, mainly male. The
story of Cummock’s industrial
expansion does not end there.

Enguiries for further possi-
bilities are constantly being
followed up by our Burgh
officials, who are unceasingly
“ gn-the-ball” in this endless
search for new and worthwhile
avenues of employment for our
own ks and those
Glasgow b
to Cu
11t

the pits we have mentioned for at
many a long day. The advent!, ..

an) y mises —
of oil as a power competitor,| |
'HP:cture
s Tatt il e fead :
mous accumulations of nafurall o eweisd by—the Gas Board. - ¢
|Having
but there is little doubt coal!

A New

Accessories Shop |

for Cumnock |
i A new shop has been opened
Glaignock Street in pre-

Cumnocek

formevly

opposite

House

by 4
redecorated the in-
terior of the building, Mr
Robert Findlay, proprietor of
the * Central Garage,” has',
opened a new motoring ac-
cessories shop. Here can be
found the hundred and one,
gadgets and extras that go to!
make for more comfortable
and more interesting driving. !
Mr Findlay's large stock
includes such as car
rugs, anti-dazzle glasses, *
teuch-up kits, steering wheel
gloves, ete. In addition, his
window display includes an
impressive range of Moulton
The colourful and

items

mini-bikes.
eve-catching window and in-|
terior display has i
brightened up

Giaisnock Street.

this

Licensed for
Lotteries

=B e

P e e

PR O NS

As in previous years, AUCHINLECK CO-OPERATIVE is giving consider-
: ation to the OLD FOLK who are members by issuing a GIFT VOUCHER
' VALUE 6/- and 10/- FREE to the following:
MEN AGED 65 YEARS AND OVER
AND THEIR WIVES AND
WOMEN 60 YEARS OR OVER IN
RECEIPT OF WIDOWS OR SPIN-
STER'S PENSION.

# must have beea made

' To Qualify:

or DOUBLE
during

PA

00K,

iE ‘T_

perative Society, Limited,
156 Main Street, Auchinleck, and Branches.
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